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Thank you Madam Chair 

I am presenting this intervention on behalf of the Pacific Caucus, addressing a number of health and 
environmental issues aligned to the Millennium Development Goals and the mandated areas of the 
Permanent Forum. 

Scientific evidence of climate change includes increasing temperatures; rising sea levels; changing 
patterns of precipitation; increased threat of droughts; floods; and extreme weather patterns and events. 

These changes are associated with the increased threat of physical injury, malnutrition and 
impoverishment, particularly for Indigenous peoples that rely on small crops, traditional harvest from 
the land and oceans and subsistence agriculture. 

But what of sovereignty and title over lands, seas and territories and so-called environmental or climate 
change refugees? 

Indigenous peoples of the Pacific are facing the physical, psychological, social and spiritual impacts of 
climate change and threats to our cultural identity and survival as the geological integrity of homelands 
diminishes, and island nations are literally disappearing beneath rising sea levels. 

What single country will be willing and/or able to accommodate entire populations? 
We need to consider immediately how we support and protect the cultural survival of displaced 
populations, particularly in the face of increasing mainstreaming, globalisation and assimilation. 

We recommend that Governments give immediate consideration to the development of 
contingencies for Indigenous Peoples at risk of rising sea levels and displacement from traditional 
homelands. 

Climate change is facilitating shifts in the global burden of vector and rodent borne disease, such as 
dengue and malaria, and environmental diseases such as cholera. Indigenous peoples of the Pacific are 
at an increased risk of pandemics such as avian and human influenzas; the emergence and re-
emergence of infectious diseases, including zoonoses; and neglected tropical diseases. 

Cholera is of significant concern to vulnerable populations. It causes profuse diarrhoea, and can kill 
children and adults within hours. The reservoirs for the organism are humans and aquatic sources such 
as brackish water and estuaries, often associated with algal blooms. Global warming produces more 
favourable environments for these organisms, and increases the risk for vulnerable areas and 
populations where environmental, water and sanitation systems are insufficient or disrupted, as in 
natural disasters and extreme weather events. 

We need strong, functioning surveillance systems and capacities and must address the development of 
plans of action for multisectoral approaches to threats associated with future pandemics, other 
infectious diseases and environmental health threats. 



We therefore recommend that regional WHO and other agencies work with Indigenous peoples 
to strengthen regional and local systems and increase capacity to monitor, respond to and contain 
pandemics in the Pacific such as avian influenza and human influenza, as well as emerging and 
re-emerging infectious diseases and zoonoses. 

Dr Margaret Chan, Director General of WHO has affirmed that peoples of the Pacific experience a 
double burden of disease - that is, excess burden from infectious diseases (a characteristic of 
developing countries) as well as increasing morbidity and mortality from chronic illnesses, such as 
cardiovascular disease, diabetes and renal disease (a characteristic of developed countries). 

We are also experiencing a third burden, which is increasing injury and disability from road traffic 
accidents, interpersonal violence and suicide. 

Unacceptably high rates of tobacco use contribute to chronic respiratory and vascular disease. 
Limited access to maternal education and antenatal programs means that substance abuse issues, such 
as foetal alcohol spectrum disorder, intrauterine growth retardation and low birth weight rates also 
remain higher in our communities. 

We recommend that existing health promotion programs, such as WHO and NGO tobacco 
control and maternal education initiatives, must collaborate with and specifically address 
Indigenous health promotion perspectives. 

The Indigenous peoples of French Polynesia continue to experience the effects of nuclear weapons 
testing. Prior to nuclear testing in the Pacific atolls, recorded environmental radiation levels were lower 
than those for land based populations. Since testing began, there has been a threefold increase in 
thyroid cancers, leukaemias and genetic abnormalities in children. 

The military has not made public, nor publicly available, health data of those populations exposed to 
weapons testing, and workers suffering occupational exposure are not entitled to health benefits. 

There is evidence that nuclear waste disposal procedures in the Pacific do not comply with 
international standards and requirements, resulting in contamination of reefs, waters, fish and other 
food sources. 

The islands and atolls are also sinking, due to structural damage to strata upon which the reefs, atolls 
and islands have developed over time. 

We recommend that Governments must acknowledge the ongoing health impacts of their nuclear 
weapons testing on Pacific nations and work towards appropriate reparations and ongoing 
support for individuals, their families and descendants suffering the effects of nuclear radiation. 

Finally, whilst we acknowledge and welcome the presence of the Pan American Health Organisation 
(РАНО) at this 7 t h Session of the Permanent Forum, we note that WHO has not provided a written 
submission since the 5 t h Session in 2006. 

We request that WHO agencies communicate regularly with the Permanent Forum and provide 
regular updates on global Indigenous health issues, and that the Permanent Forum in turn 
provides feedback from each Session and other relevant activities of its members and 
participants. 

The Pacific Caucus recommends that the UN and its agencies develop a WORKING GROUP ON 
THE HEALTH OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES to identify and investigate global and regional 



Indigenous health priorities and promote action to address these priorities through UN agencies, 
governments and the NGO sector, consistent with Articles 41 and 42 of the Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Thank you Madam Chair, Brothers and Sisters. 


