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Madam Chairperson, 

The Guyana delegation is pleased to participate in this year's deliberations 
of the Permanent Forum on indigenous issues on the theme "Climate change, 
biocultural diversity and livelihoods: The stewardship role of indigenous peoples 
and new challenges." As a country with its coastland below the level of the sea 
where approximately 90% of the population resides, climate change and rising 
sea levels pose a real threat to our very survival. Even though Guyana's carbon 
dioxide removal levels exceed those of our emissions, the Government of Guyana 
recognises climate change as a challenge that affects every member of the society. 
As such every citizen has a role to play in reducing the negative impacts of this 
phenomenon, including Guyana's indigenous people, the Amerindians. By virtue 
of their habitation, lifestyle and irrevocable titled ownership of lands in the 
interior and forested regions of the country, Amerindians are both stewards and 
partners in the conservation and sustainable use of our forest resources and the 
environment as a whole. 

Successive governments cognizant of the importance of preservation of the 
environment have also sought to sustainably utilize available natural resources in 
support of Guyana's development. This has resulted in the articulation of clear 
policies and plans regarding activities in areas such as forestry, fisheries and 
mining. Also, in the interest of environmental conservation there are ongoing 
processes to establish national protected areas. These efforts are being undertaken 
in consultation with Amerindian communities. 

The Iwokrama International Centre for Rain Forest Conservation and 
Development represents the single largest undertaking by the Government of 
Guyana in the area of the environment with the dedication of approximately one 
million acres of pristine rainforest for scientific research, education, and the 
simultaneous conservation and sustainable use of resources. A major component 
of this joint GOG/Commonwealth programme is the promotion of sustainable 
livelihoods through the development of strong partnerships with the neighbouring 
indigenous communities. The Act establishing the Centre provides for the 
protection of Amerindian rights and for their adequate consultation and 
involvement in the activities of the Centre. The Act also makes express provision 
for Amerindian representation on the International Board of Trustees of the 
Centre. Currently, the Minister of Amerindian Affairs and a second Amerindian 
representative participate in the decision making processes of the Board. 

Forests are an integral part of the life of Amerindians providing them with 
their food, shelter, clothing and medicines and there are real challenges to 
sustaining their livelihoods, the Government of Guyana in recognition of the 
crucial role that standing forests play in carbon sequestration and the provision of 
eco-system services has focused attention, among other things, on issues relating to 
the reduction of emissions from deforestation and degradation; and building 
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capacities and strengthening the appropriate institutions to prevent deforestation 
and forest degradation as well as to promote forest conservation and sustainable 
forest management. In this connection, Guyana expects that ongoing negotiations 
under the Bali Roadmap will address perverse incentives under the Kyoto Protocol 
which currently fail to recognise the value of standing forests and to provide 
incentive to conservation and sustainable use. Appropriate attention to this 
shortcoming could eventuate in benefits indigenous peoples and other groups 
dependent on the forests for their livelihhod. 

Madam Chairperson 
Amerindian elders have accumulated and rich store of knowledge on the use and 
preservation of the resources within their environment. However, relatively little 
of this information has been documented for use by future generations. 
Harnessing this rich heritage and traditional knowledge of our Amerindian people 
in arrangements that are mutually beneficial remains a subject of continuing 
interest. 

In addition to the perennial problems associated with the lack of resources 
and technological development to address issues relating to adaptation and 
mitigation of the effects of climate change, Amerindian communities also face the 
additional challenges related to the maintenance of their culture in the light of 
increasing contact with outsiders, promotion of development based on their own 
concepts and models, and migration of their youth in search of employment 
opportunities outside of their communities. These challenges all threaten the 
survival of the culture, customs and livelihood of the Amerindians and can only be 
overcome through the empowerment of indigenous peoples, the strengthening of 
their community organizations, increased investment in the economic and social 
development of indigenous peoples and Government/Indigenous Peoples 
partnerships. 

Madam Chairperson, 

The Government of Guyana through the Ministry of Amerindian Affairs cognisant 
of the relationship indigenous peoples have with the environment continues to 
affirm the importance of public participation as critical to addressing climate 
change issues given the key role that indigenous peoples play regarding both 
sustainable development and environmental safeguards. Important as well is the 
recognition that the transfer of appropriate technologies and utilization of local 
expertise is necessary in the reduction of Green House Gases and other new 
challenges that face the indigenous peoples the world over. 

I thank you. 
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