
IIFB: Statement on Bushmeat 

COP 10, 19 October 2010: Thank you Mr Chair, This statement is made on behalf of the 
IIFB. 

As we have done before at the SBSTTA-14 meeting, we want to express our grave concerns 
about the paragraphs in this document that refer to the recommendations of the Liaison Group 
on Bushmeat. 

We would like to ask the secretariat to clarify what is the mandate, and the legitimacy, of this 
Liaison Group, which has made recommendations in the absence of indigenous peoples and 
local communities, that the Parties are now invited to implement. 

Again we point out that there has been no participation by indigenous peoples and local 
communities in the meeting of the Liaison Group on Bushmeat where these recommendations 
were developed. 

Therefore the text in the recommendations has not been discussed and agreed on by 
indigenous peoples, in particular hunters and gatherers, on whom the implementation of these 
recommendations will potentially have a big, negative impact. 

Implementation of the Liason Groups’ recommendations as currently proposed, will unjustly 
and adversely affect our livelihoods and therefore we have major objections to these 
recommendations.  They do not recognise and respect our rights to sustainably manage and 
use wildlife resources for our livelihoods, and do not demonstrate clear understanding of the 
cultural meaning of game meat/bush-meat. They do not value traditional knowledge and 
customary sustainable practices, but intend to educate indigenous peoples, who have been 
living with wild animals for centuries, about sustainability and conservation. We emphasise a 
strong difference should be made between commercial use of wildlife by poachers and others 
and the small-scale, sustainable use of wildlife by indigenous peoples for daily subsistence. 

All these concerns should be understood and addressed before a final set of recommendations 
can be developed. The manner in which the process has taken place so far, is in violation of 
our rights as indigenous peoples to be fully and effectively involved in matters affecting our 
lives, territories, and livelihoods. 

Mr Chair, we request that you will call for an appropriate follow-up process of this issue, 
before any recommendations are implemented. An additional meeting or meetings need to 
take place, this time WITH the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples and local 
communities, to further discuss and elaborate on the recommendations so that they can fully 
include our visions and knowledge. 

Thank you Mr. Chair. 

 


