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**CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY** 

• Madame Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues, Distinguished observers from 
Member States, Honoured Elders, Indigenous Peoples' 
Organizations, indigenous sisters and brothers, ladies and 
gentlemen; 

• Allow me to begin with acknowledging the Onondaga Nation who 

first inhabited this land where we stand, united, today. Chi-

meegwetch, thank you, for welcoming us into your territory; 

• INTRODUCE YOURSELF 

• It is with immense honour that I stand with you at this very 

important seventh session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous 

Issues focused on urban Indigenous peoples; 

• Today, I am here on behalf of the National Association of 

Friendship Centres whose mandate is to improve the quality of 

life for Aboriginal peoples in an urban environment by supporting 

self-determined activities which encourage equal access to, and 

participation in, Canadian Society; and which respect and 

strengthen the increasing emphasis on Aboriginal cultural 

distinctiveness; 
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• We welcome this wonderful opportunity to address the UNPFII 

recommendation that directs: 

"relevant States, in cooperation with the Indigenous peoples 

concerned, establish Indigenous peoples centres In urban 
areas to address the medical conditions and provide legal 

and other forms of assistance1/' 

• The Association, and our 116 member Friendship Centres, are 

uniquely positioned as Canada's strongest network of local service 

delivery bodies dedicated to improving the quality of life of 

Canada's urban Indigenous peoples; 

• For over 30 years, we have been committed to generating 

sustainable, pragmatic results to help combat urban Indigenous 

poverty and improve the lives of First Nation, Inuit and Métis 

peoples in Canada; 

1 Urban Indigenous Peoples and Migration 
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/factsheet_migration_final.pdf 

3 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/factsheet_migration_final.pdf


HISTORY OF THE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE MOVEMENT 

• To begin, I would like to provide you with a brief history of what is 

commonly referred to as the Friendship Centre Movement which 

is essentially a vast network of service delivery agencies and 

members who are committed to combining our strengths and 

efforts; 

• In the 1950's Friendship Centres started as drop-in centres where 

friends and relatives newly arrived from reserves and rural areas, 

could gather to seek advice and assistance from those who were 

already established in a metropolitan area; 

• By the 1970's, social service agencies for the general Canadian 

public were unable to meet the increasing needs of urban 

Indigenous peoples and were referring Indigenous peoples to 

Friendship Centres; 

• As a result, in 1972, the Government of Canada began providing 

core support for rent, mortgage, insurance, salaries and utilities to 

34 Friendship Centres across Canada; 

• By 1988, this support had evolved into a permanent program, the 

Aboriginal Friendship Centre Program, whose mandate was to 

support the network of the 99 centres across Canada; 
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• In 1996, the National Association of Friendship Centres was 

transferred the responsibility of administering and delivering the 

program. This decision was based, in part, on our commitment to 

ensuring that all programs and services were culturally 

appropriate and respectful of Indigenous peoples diversity; 

• From 1997 onwards, this funding has remained constant; and we 

trust that the valued work being carried out will be recognized far 

into the future; 

CURRENT CONTEXT 

• The Friendship Centre Movement was the Government of 

Canada's first Urban Indigenous Strategy, and we, as Indigenous 

people, will ensure its continued success by: 

• Remaining at the front line to serve the pressing needs 

of urban Indigenous residents; 

• Leveraging existing resources including physical, fiscal 

and intellectual resources to develop culturally 

appropriate services; 

• Leveraging additional investments from other national, 

sub-national and local government and private sector 

support; 

5 



• Delivering essential services and programs to urban 

Indigenous residents, in a way that reflects their 

unique cultural needs; and, 

• Doing so at a significant decreased cost than would be 

possible if the Government were to deliver these 

services directly. 

STRENGTHS OF THE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE MODEL 

• In essence, the Friendship Centre Movement can attribute its 
outstanding success to a number of factors that have served to 
Strengthen urban Indigenous peoples at the individual, family and 
community levelsv 

• By strengthening the link between cultural continuity 
and self-determination to achieve better health and 
well-being outcomes; 

• To remedy the inequitable level of services and 
benefits between urban Indigenous peoples to that of 
First Nations people living on reserve or Inuit living in 
their communities; 

• In overcoming the difficulties in gaining access to 
culturally appropriate programs that would meet their 
needs more effectively; 

• I would like to bring your attention to an excerpt from the 
landmark report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. 
It states that: 
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"One of the most important activities of the Friendship Centres 

is the promotion of Aboriginal culture. This is particularly 

important for Aboriginal people in cities because many 

individuals have lost aspects of their culture, such as 

languages, and because it is often difficult to practice 

traditional Aboriginal culture without cultural resources such 

as elders, places to carry out ceremonies, and cultural 

education opportunities. 2" 

• We firmly believe that, Friendship Centres, in partnership with 

government and civil society partners contribute to the well-being 

of the State and our communities by; 

• Assisting federal, provincial and municipal 
governments achieve significant cost savings for the 
delivery of programs and services to urban Indigenous 
peoples; and, 

• Enabling the federal government, and other partners, 
to achieve substantial and tangible returns on their 
investments. 

• Despite our proven success, Friendship Centres face increased 

challenges in their front-line service delivery; some of these 

challenges include: 

• difficulty in providing the infrastructure necessary for 
effective program delivery; 

• the challenge of serving a population which is growing 
at a much faster rate, with more pressing needs, and 
with much more variable and complex identities; 

2 Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 
VOLUME 4 Perspectives and Realities, Chapter 7 - Urban Perspectives 
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• An unreasonable expectation to deliver programs for 
governments, at little or no administrative cost; and, 

• An unreasonable expectation to deliver the same 
services for the same price, year after year. 

A GLOBAL MOVEMENT TOWARDS CHANGE 

• I would like to point out that the NAFC welcomes 

recommendations that direct other international institutions to 

incorporate urban Indigenous peoples into their programs of 

work. 

• We look forward to working closely with these bodies as they 

undertake their respective tasks focused on; 

• the rights of urban Indigenous peoples and migration, 
paying particular attention to their ability to exercise and 
enjoy their economic and social rights, 

• the study of cultural identity, equitable access to essential 
services and the challenges facing Indigenous youth; 

• the study on the psychosocial and cultural impact of 
migrations; 

• The study on the trafficking of Indigenous women and 
children to urban centres. 
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• It is important to note that the Friendship Centre Movement's 

story of success has been subject of discussion at the UN Habitat's 

World Urban Forum, the UN Expert Group Meeting on Urban 

Indigenous Peoples and Migration culminating with the following 

statement by the Government of Canada to this body's 6 

Session; 

"... the Friendship Centres provide important services to 

Indigenous people living in cities across Canada. Moreover, the 

Friendship Centres paved the way for a number of other 

programs and initiatives designed by governments to address 

and respond to the needs of Indigenous people living in 

cities.3" 

MOVING FORWARD 

• Today, on behalf of the National Association of Friendship 

Centres, I respectfully request that the Permanent Forum, and its 

member bodies, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, Special 

Rapporteur on Human Rights, consider the following 

recommendations: 

3 Statement of Fred Caron, Government of Canada 
UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples, May 21, 2007 
http://www.docip.Org/Online-Documentation.32.0.html 
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• To facilitate our active participation in undertaking 
their respective mandates focused on urban 
Indigenous peoples; 

• To ensure that the Friendship Centre model be further 
examined as a best practice in developing Indigenous 
peoples' centres in urban areas; and, 

• To ensure the inclusion of urban Indigenous issues as a 
standing agenda item for future sessions. 

• Indeed, today, we all re-affirm our commitment to improving the 
conditions of Indigenous peoples lives, regardless of where they 
live, their socio-economic status or cultural diversity; 

IN CONCLUSION 

• In essence, considerable support has come domestically and 

internationally from stakeholders interested in bettering the 

outcomes of urban Indigenous peoples through targeting 

culturally appropriate services; 

• In Canada, Friendship Centres are the front-line service delivery 

agencies that work to strengthen the unique cultural identities of 

an ever-expanding and heterogeneous urban Indigenous 

community. 
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• Madame Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues, Distinguished observers from 
Member States, Honoured Elders, Indigenous Peoples' 
Organizations, indigenous sisters and brothers, ladies and 
gentlemen; 

• When I leave here today, I will bring with me a renewed sense of 

hope and motivation to continue this work that is essential to 

instilling hope and a legacy of victory to our future generations of 

Indigenous peoples; 

• To everyone that travelled great distances to be here, may the 

Creator bring you home safely and in good spirits; 

• Finally, let me remind all of us here today that, together, we can 

create a movement towards change; 

• Chi-meegwetch, thank you. 

-30-
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