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hem 4b: Conflict Resolution 

Mr. Chairperson, Working Group members, and my indigenous brothers and sisters, 

My name is Nariko Omine. I represent the Association of indigenous Peoples in the 
Ryukyus. I am from the small group of islands most of you know as Okinawa, which was 
formally colonized by the Japanese government in 1872. Today. I would like to focus on 
the conflicts my people face as a result of the massive presence of the United States 
military on our territory. The bases often create serious conflicts among Okinawans. As 
unwilling hosts to America 's war-making apparatus, Okinawans are also forced to be 
complicit in US military conflicts around the world. 

At present, although Okinawa Prefecture makes up only one-half of one percent of 
Japan's total land mass (0.6%), 7 5 % of all US bases in Japan are concentrated in the 
Ryukyu islands. The US military maintains 38 bases on our land, controls 29 sea zones 
and 20 air spaces. It occupies fully 20% of the main island of Okinawa. 

Among the more critical situations is a large US Marine Airbase located in the middle of 
an urban area. Military aircraft take off and land over crowded residential areas, putting 
residents in constant danger. In 1996. the US and Japanese governments agreed to close 
this particular base within five to seven years. However, eight years later, nothing has 
happened, instead, although the base was to be closed and the land returned to 
Okinawans, a plan has emerged to merely relocate the base within Okinawa. 
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The project to build a new, offshore base, like many US military projects in Okinawa, has 
created a great deal of conflict within the community. Construction of the new airbase 
involves filling in an area two and a half kilometers long directly on top of a coral reef, 
which happens to be the primary habitat of the critically endangered dugong (salt water 
manatee), and numerous other endangered species. As an island nation, the sea is the very 
foundation of Okinawans ' lives. Our communities formed through our relationship with 
the sea. and in so many ways our lives still depend on the sea. Building the offshore 
airbase will have a profound impact on the immediate community in particular, including 
hinder their ability to practice and ensure the continuation of their traditions. 

Not surprisingly, the majority of residents voted against the new base project in a 1997 
citizens' referendum. But results of the referendum were ignored and since then conflicts 
have divided the community, between those who are determined to protect human rights 
and the environment, and those who have been convinced that a new base might help the 
struggling local economy. The conflict continues to this day. Merely relocating bases 
within Okinawa offers no solution to the real matter of returning our territory to us. As 
long as Okinawans' right to self-determination is denied, the discrimination rooted in the 
military bases will continue to fuel conflict within Okinawan community. 

In the meantime, Okinawans are forced to become complicit in the US military's global 
conflicts. From the Korean War to the United States' most recent invasion of Iraq, the US 
has launched attacks and sent troops and weapons to its conflict zones from our territory. 

We have lived with the tragic inheritance of US bases since the end of World War Two, 
when we lost fully a third of our population in the final battle waged on our islands. 
Okinawans are painfully aware that military bases do not stop wars, but instead only 
multiply the devastation. The violence of military power does not solve conflicts, but is in 
fact a fundamental source of conflict. Only by eliminating the military bases will the 
conflicts between Okinawans, and our unwilling role in US aggression against other 
peoples, come to an end. We must, therefore, all raise our voices and do everything we 
can to stop governments from leading us into war and from maintaining their tools of war. 

Thank you. 


