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Thank you Madame Chairman, 

Indigenous Peoples and Nations from all regions of the world join in one voice to make a 
very urgent call to action to the world community and the entire United Nations systems 
to respond immediately and decisively to the unprecedented crisis of Climate Change 
now facing all Peoples and the natural world. 

The devastating impacts of environmental degradation and Climate Change, which 
Indigenous Peoples' prophesies and traditional knowledge have foretold for many cycles 
of time, is now upon us. Climate change is real, and it is already having devastating 
impacts in our lands and territories, human rights, cultures, food sovereignty health and 
ways of life. Indigenous Peoples of the world will be presenting testimonies and 
recommendations to this 7 t h Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues, addressing these impacts, their causes and proposed solutions. We 
trust that they will be taken very seriously. 

We are clear that the increasingly devastating impacts of Climate Change are already 
being felt, seen and experienced by all Peoples, Nations, States and Communities of the 
world. We call upon the United Nations, its member States and all UN agencies and 
bodies including the UN Security Council to recognize, as they have not yet done, the 
extreme urgency and critical nature of the threat the world is facing. 

The impacts of Climate Change have profound and growing consequences in every area 
of the UNPF's mandate including development, health, education and human rights. In 
particular, we call the attention of states and the world community to the many provisions 
of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which are violated by the 
growing impacts of Climate change and the unsustainable development activities which 
have caused it, principally the continued exploitation of fossil fuels. Our rights to self-
determination, development, free prior informed consent, traditional lands and resources, 
the productive capacity of our lands, health, Treaties and the practice of our traditional 
cultures, among others, are all impacted. This violates the commitment of the United 
Nations and its member states to uphold these rights to insure the well-being, dignity and 
survival of Indigenous Peoples by the adoption of this Declaration in September 13 t h , 
2007. 



In fact, we are convinced that the peace and security of the entire world community will 
be increasingly impacted as well, as climate refugees and armed conflicts over land and 
water will be on the increase throughout the world. 

Indigenous Peoples and Nations of the Global Caucus make this call with one, united 
voice. We are convinced that the political leaders, state governments and the peoples of 
the world have not fully understood the reality of what we are facing and the urgent 
choices that are now before us as human beings. As a result they have not yet responded 
with the required level of urgent, dramatic and decisive action to halt and reverse the 
current reality. 

We have seen that the States participating in the UN sessions addressing the Convention 
on Climate Change have not listened with full attention to the voices, concerns and 
proposals of Indigenous Peoples. Nor have they demonstrated the political will required 
to change the current disastrous course or to take actions that can respond effectively to 
the unprecedented calamity we are now facing. 

In fact, in our view, most responses by governments, international agencies, and 
international and regional financial institutions continue to be bound to market-based and 
industrial models, including continued subsidies for and dependency on fossil fuels, 
nuclear development, mega-development projects, the Clean Development Mechanism, 
carbon trading, and the production of "bio-fuels"/"agro-fuels." Instead of contributing to 
solving these problems, they have resulted in further violations of rights for Indigenous 
Peoples, including forced relocations and land appropriations, military and para-military 
interventions, destruction of traditional food systems, along with greater environmental 
destruction and loss of biological diversity. 

As Indigenous Peoples and Nations, we look to our own Peoples' traditional knowledge 
systems, our elders and traditional knowledge holders, for real and effective solutions for 
culturally and environmentally adaptive measures which can ensure the survival of our 
communities which we must begin to implement without delay. We ask the world to give 
full attention to the models, best practices and solutions being used and proposed by 
Indigenous Peoples from around the world during this session. We request that the 
UNPFII began to compile those which can be shared, used and applied in other 
communities. We continue to reiterate to the world community that if we take care of the 
land, it will take care of us. 

It is our firm conviction that full respect for and recognition of Indigenous Peoples' 
rights to their traditional lands, territories, natural resources and traditional sustainable 
economic systems is a key factor in preventing further acceleration of Climate change as 
well as finding solutions to reverse the damage. Indigenous peoples have contributed our 
philosophies and ways of life based on equilibrium and respect with the Natural World. 
We know that Climate Change has been produced by the current dominant economic 
system based on the irresponsible and unbridled exploitation and consumption of natural 
resources. 



But strong Global action by all parues, including the UN, states and industry is urgently 
required. The distinct Peoples of the world and the Human Family as whole have a sacred 
obligation to safeguard our Mother Earth and the natural environment for our future 
generations. 

Based on the above, we make the following recommendations: 

1. We call upon the Permanent Forum at this session to express our insistence that 
the Indigenous Peoples of the world must be included as full, official participants 
in all aspects of the international dialogues and discussions on Climate Change, in 
particular the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, and that the 
necessary mechanisms and financial support structures to ensure their inclusion be 
implemented without delay. 

2. We request that the UNPFII began to compile the models, best practices and 
solutions addressing Climate Change which are being used and proposed by 
Indigenous Peoples from around the world and which can be shared, used and 
applied in other communities. 

3. Therefore Madame Chairman, we urge the Permanent Forum at its 7 t h session in 
its final report, to call for urgent, serious and unprecedented action by the UN 
Economic and Social Council along with all UN bodies and agencies, including 
the UN Security Council, recognizing that Climate Change is an urgent and 
immediate tin-eat to human rights, sustainable development, food sovereignty, and 
to peace and security. We request that the UNPFII7 include in its final report a 
call on all countries to implement the highest, most rigorous and stringent 
greenhouse gas reduction levels. 

As Indigenous Peoples and Nations, we affirm that there is no time to lose and half 
measures will not suffice. Our very survival is at stake. 

Thank you Madame President. 


