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For Pacific peoples, the discussion on climate change is not just a theoretical issue that we talk about 
when we come to these global meetings ! It is there and we see the negative effects on our terrestrial and 
marine resources as fundamental basis of our daily lives. For us it is a matter of life and death! In many 
cases we are forced to leave our ancestral lands and territories and live in foreign lands that we do not 
identify with. As sovereign peoples and countries, our rights are protected under the Charter of the United 
Nations. We plead accountability against those causing these violations of our rights to exist as peoples, 
as countries, and as sovereign nations. Someone must bear responsibility for our demise when we lose our 
cultures, when our traditional ways of lives are trashed, and we are denied our freedom to exist as 
peoples. This is an issue of climate justice that we are calling for here and will continue to do so in every 
opportunity that comes our way! 

The low elevation and high quantity of insular coastlines in many of our countries make it obvious that 
the Pacific is a very vulnerable and high risk region. The region now suffer from loss of coastal land and 
infrastructure due to erosion, inundation and tidal surges; increase in frequency and severity of cyclones; 
the warming of the oceans destroy coral reefs and the sea eco-systems which the livelihood of many of us 
islanders depend on; changes in rainfall patterns increase droughts in some areas and more rainfall cause 
flooding in other areas; increase in dengue fever and diarrhea outbreaks; sugarcane, yams, taro, banana 
plantations, and cassava which are the mainstay food sources for our peoples are lost due to extreme 
temperatures, changes in the seasons, and severity of rainfall; our drinkable water sources are affected due 
to changes in rainfall, sea-level rise, and inundation by sea water. 

Dealing with crisis such as climate change is expensive! Sometimes bloody and in human terms 
invariably late! We in the Pacific firmly believe that it would be more humane and less expensive to act 
preventively to focus on resilience strategies and to meet threats upstream rather than to have them 
confront us as crisis downstream! After ravaging the resources of Mother Earth for longer than history, 
those responsible are only now beginning to realize how little they know about what they have done to 
themselves and unfortunately to the rest of us! 

Indigenous Peoples condemn the adaptation fund, whose structure was set up in Bali, as 'blood money' 
because the 2% of adaptation funds from CDM projects have already caused the deaths of many 
indigenous peoples who refuse to relinquish their lands and territories, and resort to fight to their deaths 
protecting their lands and rights. 
Papua New Guinea said in the February 2008 General Assembly thematic debate on addressing climate 
change ".. .that in looking forward from Bali, the next two years will become increasingly complex as we 
struggle to define "common but differentiated responsibilities" and the steps all nations must undertake to 
deal with climate change. If we are to succeed, we must acknowledge that primary responsibility for 
global warming and its consequences today falls primarily upon industrialized nations, including the 
resulting mitigation and adaptation challenges all of humanity must now face. We are very concerned by 



the hubris of certain industrialized nations who promote emissions reductions in certain developing 
countries as a precondition for taking responsibility for carbon emissions at home" 

The Pacific Indigenous Peoples seek leadership by example. All industrialized nations must demonstrate 
leadership by reducing carbon emissions within their own borders through deep and hard targets. This has 
to be the bedrock for any future international agreements on climate change. 

If climate change is indeed the defining human development challenge of the 21st century as stated in 
Bali, we cannot delude ourselves into thinking that this challenge can be addressed on the cheap! It is now 
a costly urgency stemming from the fact that climate change has taken many people by surprise that we 
are all now, all of us, desperately racing to catch up with a tomorrow already made obsolete by the reality 
of today. 

It is now necessary to also fundamentally review the debt obligations of developing countries through the 
prism of climate change. Many of them are still paying for infrastructural investments that are no longer 
viable, or whose effective lifespan will be severely curtailed by climate change. How ironical! 

History will judge us, not by the words we have spoken on these important issues, or the outcomes of the 
many climate change conferences, but by the sincerity of our efforts and the success we achieve in 
bringing about beneficial and positive changes! 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 
We, the Pacific Caucus, recommend that: 

1. Indigenous Peoples, in the Pacific Region and all other regions, be included and integrated into 
all relevant climate change forums and meetings as valued stakeholders and experts, and ensuring 
that our human rights as peoples are promoted and protected. 

2. The UNPFII undertake, in conjunction with the Human Rights Council Mechanism, and the 
Interagency Support Group, an expert study to determine the extent to which climate change 
policies and projects genuinely recognize and respect our rights enshrined in the Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the appropriate remedies to ensure indigenous knowledge 
and rights are respected. 

3. The UNPFII actively participate in the forthcoming processes under the UNFCCC and other 
related processes in order to raise issues critical to indigenous peoples in these fora. 

4. The UNPFII work in partnership with the Secretariat of the CBD^and call upon members of the 
Inter-Agency Support Group and all donors to provide new and additional financial support to 
developing countries to address climate change, in ways determined appropriate by indigenous 
peoples, without diverting resources meant for sustainable development. Sufficient financial 
resources must be provided to support indigenous networks to disseminate information on climate 
change, in appropriate and accessible languages, and through appropriate media, to indigenous 
communities. 


