
AGENDA ITEM 10 
17th Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) – April 16-
27, 2018 
  
International Network for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in El Salvador 
  
Presented by Jazmin Alfaro, on behalf Alcaldía del Común de Izalco, Grupo32 and the 
International Network for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in El Salvador. 
  
  
Thank you Madam Chair, Indigenous brothers and sisters,  
  
I am reading today as an ally of Indigenous World Association and member of the International 
Network on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in El Salvador, and am delivering this message in 
direct consultation with Alcaldía del Común de Izalco and Grupo32.  
 
 
In 1881, the government of El Salvador begun aggressive policy to privatize over 50% of its 
lands, removing Indigenous Peoples from their territories, through displacement and murder. 
The last hold of lands was finally taken in 1932, and marked in history as “La Matanza”, an 
attempt by the Government of El Salvador to annihilate Indigenous communities of men, 
women, and children. The final count of murdered Indigenous Peoples across the two-week 
massacre is still unknown, and is understood to be approximately 32,000 - a crime against 
humanity that is still unresolved. Those who survived and were displaced, today continue to 
experience removal, such as development threatening Tacuzcalco and is in direct violation 
Article 11 of the Declaration.  
 
In 2013, Special Rapporteur James Anaya visited El Salvador and produced a report which led to 
the recognition of Indigenous Peoples in El Salvador’s constitution in 2014. Professor Anaya 
highlights in his report that a century of military regimes, neglect, civil war, and its subsequent 
Peace Accords, have left a vacuum for the representation and interests of our Peoples. 
  
In good faith, we would like to renew the call on some of observations made in his report La 
situación de los pueblos indígenas en El Salvador. That the Government of El Salvador: 

- facilitate the recovery of the identity of Indigenous Peoples and promote and protect 
their rights...ensuring that Indigenous Peoples are consulted, through their own 
representative institutions, about the programs and policies that affect them.. 

- support the strengthening of Indigenous Peoples organizational structures.. 
- revise its land title programs and create mechanisms to adjudicate claims of Indigenous 

Peoples over their traditional lands, as well to provide adequate reparations.. 
- and 
- follow through on its promise to ratify ILO 169 

 



We have received information that describes an effort to define Indigenous peoples and their 
condition, and are aware that not all communities are participants in this process.  
 
Given the complexity at hand, and the Government’s history of silencing Indigenous voices,  
we ask the Forum to designate one or more of their members to follow up on the 
recommendations of Profess Anaya and report back at the next session. As upcoming 
elections in 2019 approach, we are particularly worried that this process for participation will 
be rushed and not include all voices. 
  
We applaud the latest call by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights urging El 
Salvador to follow through with the recommendations of the 1992 Truth Commission, and ask 
the UN and the international community to push for a Truth Commission on the atrocities 
committed against our Peoples in 1932.   
  
Thank you. 
 


