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United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

Seventeenth Session - New York 

18 April 2018 

 

Agenda Item 10:   Human rights. Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur, Chair of the Expert 

Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and others  

INTERVENTION DELIVERED BY YINGIYA MARK GUYULA ON BEHALF OF THE ABORIGINAL RIGHTS 

COALITION.  

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thank-you Madam Chair 

My name is Yingiya Mark Guyula.  I speak with the support of the Aboriginal 

Rights Coalition, Australia.  I am a Yolŋu leader from Arnhem Land in Australia. 

I am a leader of the Liya-Dhalinymirr Clan part of the Djambarrpuyngu nation. I 

am also an Independent Member of the Northern Territory Parliament. 

Australia is the only Commonwealth country not to have undertaken  a Treaty 

with its Indigenous peoples. 

I was elected in 2016 by the people to:  

 pursue Treaty for our people, and  

 to restore our right to live a Yolngu way of life under Yolngu law. 

Last week Yolngu leaders presented the Prince of Wales with a Letter Stick. 

This Letter Stick declares that Yolngu people: 

 have not been conquered 

 are a sovereign people 

 are subject to our Maḏayin system of law that establishes Mägayamirr- 

peace, order,and good governance, and our law is the equal of any other 

system of law. 

The oppression of my people continues today. Every day we experience 

disadvantage across all areas of our lives: housing, health, morbidity, 

education, access to training and business development.  

This suffering is directly created by our Sovereign status being dismissed. Every 

day the Australian Governments and corporate interests undermine our 

language, our law and our right to land use. 
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I make the following recommendations: 

1) That the Special Rapporteur on Indigenous Peoples undertake a study on 

how the United Nations may better support the monitoring and 

implementation of Treaties between Indigenous peoples and States and 

how it may assist States and Indigenous peoples in the development of 

contemporary Treaties. 

 


