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THE ENDOROIS WELFARE COUNCIL (EWC) STATEMENT 

Madam/Mister Chair, 

On behalf of the Endorois Welfare Council and the Endorois Indigenous People in Kenya, I 

wish to sincerely thank and express our sincere gratitude to the United Nations Permanent 

Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) for the remarkable platform you render to the 

Indigenous People of the seven regions of the world. 

 

We, the Endorois number approximately 60,000, are pastoralists who were evicted from their 

ancestral lands in the early 1970s for the creation of Lake Bogoria National Game Reserve. 

It was later inscribed as a World Heritage site, by UNESCO. 

 

The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPRs) made a landmark 

decision in 2009 that recognized Endorois’ rights over our ancestral lands, and offered 

justice to the Endorois people, who have struggled for over 40 years in an effort to make the 

Government uphold our rights, and respect our livelihood, lifestyle and security. The African 

Commission ruled that the Respondent State had violated Articles 1, 8, 14, 17, 21 and 22 of 

the African Charter and recommended the State party to: 

a)      Recognize rights of ownership to the Endorois and Restitute Endorois ancestral land. 

b)      Ensure that the Endorois community has unrestricted access to Lake Bogoria and 

surrounding sites for religious and cultural rites and for grazing their cattle. 

c)         Pay adequate compensation to the community for all the loss suffered. 

d)      Pay royalties to the Endorois from existing economic activities and ensure that they 

benefit from employment possibilities within the Reserve. 

e)      Grant registration to the Endorois Welfare Committee. 
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f)       Engage in dialogue with the Complainants for the effective implementation of these 

recommendations. 

g)      Report on the implementation of these recommendations within three months from the 

date of notification. 

  

Further, The African Commission committed itself to avail its good offices to assist the parties 

in the implementation of these recommendations. 

Chair, this ruling was expected to bring back hope and life not only to the Endorois, but on 

the indigenous populations in Kenya, Africa and the World at large, when the African Union 

adopted the decision on 4th February, 2010. 

 

The judicial step taken in this case among others reflects the status as a focused African 

institution acting independently and relevant to justice, and legacy that should be borrowed 

by other governance institutions. This is a clear indication to the world that Africa has strong 

institutions with capable people to serve humanity. It was a remarkable decision because it 

was the first time that an African institution defended politically marginalized indigenous 

people and the first time that any international tribunal found a violation of right to 

development. 

 

Following the adoption of the Endorois decision, the Kenyan Government undertook various 

reform processes, including the enactment of the new constitution in 2010 and subsequently 

the Community Land Act 2016. This constitution provided an elaborate framework that 

protects minority and marginalised populations.  However, despite these developments and 

the clear directive from the Honourable Commission, the state party has done very little to 

implement the ruling or start negotiations with the Endorois indigenous people. Despite the 

formation of a Taskforce by President Uhuru Kenyatta, in September 2014, there has been 

no action or show of commitment by state actors to initiate the process (Against FPIC) 

 

Further, we wish to bring to the attention of the UNPFII of the new developments in respect 

to rights protection and security of the Endorois indigenous people. In the last six years, the 

community has been under siege from criminal gangs called cattle rustlers. They have been 

terrorizing the Endorois people, at least 37 people so far already killed, several incapacitated 

and thousands displaced and an unknown number of livestock stolen. Currently, we have 

over 8,000 people living as internally displaced persons. 

 

I would like to make a passionate appeal to this forum to initiate positive engagement with 

the state party, Kenya to help the Endorois Indigenous People secure their land rights and 

have their ancestral lands restored with FPIC which will go a long way in setting precedence 

and ensure that indigenous peoples’ rights are secured, honoured and implemented. 



In conclusion, I would like to thank UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous People for 

supporting me to attend this very important forum and be able to make this very important 

intervention, which I belief its influence is far reaching. 

  

Thank you, Madam/Mister Chair 

 

Carson Kiburo  

EWC Media Advocacy 

 

 


