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Madame Chair, members of the Permanent Forum, distinguished Special rapporteur on the rights of

indigenous peoples, distinguished Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peo-

ples, representatives of indigenous peoples and international organizations, Your Excellencies,

I am speaking in my capacity as a second vice-President on behalf of the Sÿtmi Parliament in Finland.

In November 2017, the Sÿmi Parliament in Finland extended an invitation to the Expert Mechanism

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples under Human Rights Council Resolution 33/25. The Extÿert

Mechanism accepted the invitation, and undertook their first country engagement mission to Finland

under the new mandate in February 2018.

The EMRIP's revisedmandate provides for technical assistance upon the request of States, indige-

nous peoples and other stakeholders, including the private sector.ÿ Under this mandate, the EMR!P

can provide technical advice regarding, "the development of domestic legislation and policies relating

to the rights of indigenous peoples." I have the honor to share briefly our experiences of the country

engagement mission.

The Sÿmi Parliament is the self-govermnent body of the Sÿtmi, legislated at the beginning of 1996. Its

main purpose is to plan and implement the cultural self-government guaranteed to the Sfimi as an

indigenous people. The self-government is regulated by legislation, The Act on the Sfirni Parliament.
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The Act on the Sÿhni Parliament is currently under revision process by a working group, that includes

chairperson and 6 members, 3 of the members are representing the government and 3 members the

Sfimi Parliament, including myself. The purpose of the EMRIP country engagement mission to is to

consider amendments to the Sÿlni Parliament Act.

The intention of the Sÿimi Parliament is to revise the Act to be in line with the development of the

rights of indigenous peoples, in particular with the objectives of the UN Declaration on the Rights of

Indigenous Peoples. During its mission, the EMRIP met with the Sfimi Parliament, Sÿmi organiza-

tions, Sfimi reindeer herders, state officials and other stakeholders. In these meetings, EMRIP was

able to identify the challenges pertaining to the amendment of the Act on the Sfimi Parliament. After

tile country engagement mission, the EMRIP provided a technical advice note, aiming to give advice
• k_ÿ

to the negotiations for a new Sÿimi Parliament Act.

To conclude, the Sfimi Parlialnent would like to thank the Expert Mechanism for the country engage-

ment and fruitful discussions. The Sfimi Parliament found the country engagement missionuseful and

encourages fellow indigenous brother and sisters to consider inviting the Expert Mechanism to a

country engagement based on the good experiences with the visit. Finally, the Sÿmi Parliament reit-

erates its support to the Special rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, Ms. Victoria Tauli-

Corpuz, ,ÿÿxt;;fiÿyÿtÿver mÿaÿÿÿe ÿr_atÿiglrc

Thankyou,
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