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Thank you Madame chair,

Madame Special Rapporteur, distinguished experts, indigenous brothers and sisters,

My name is Petra Laiti and I'm speaking on behalf of the Finnish Saami Youth Organization.

Year after year after year, our organization brings forth concerns from the Saami youth in

Finland, regarding the survival of our culture. This year, once again, we take the floor to inform

the Permanent Forum of violations conducted by the state of Finland. Finland is cun'ently

researching the possibility of building the Arctic Railroad, which would stretch for over 500

kilometers and would cut six Saami reindeer herding districts in half, endangering the prospects

for Saami youth to continue the practice.

The process has barely started, but Finland has alrea@, already, violated the right to Free Prior

and Informed Consent, by not consulting the Saami parliament on the chosen route. Not only

that, but the official study conducted by the state came to the conclusion, that at its present state,

the arctic railroad would provide no socio-economic advantages whatsoever, not to the area or,

indeed, the country. This begs the question: why attempt to go through with it in the first place?

The Saami have every reason to believe that all talk about strengthening local economies is

nothing but words, and the true potential seen in the project is the prospect of forcing the mining

industry into our territories, as well as strengthening logging in our already vulnerable lands.

Madame chair, we don't have the words in us to describe the fear that the prospect of a railroad

awakens. We have spoken to many young reindeer herders and felt their fear. As far as our

generation is concerned, that railroad is not wanted and it's not welcomed in S@mi. A future

where our generation has to heal the land of pollution caused by the massive construction work

of the railroad, where we have to heal not only ourselves but our elders of the trauma that yet

another land annexation will cause, where we have to mourn those who choose that a life without

their livelihoods is not a life worth living, Madame Chair, that is a future we don't deserve.

The Saami youth in Finland sincerely ask, that the Permanent Forum (Special Rapporteur) turn

their attention to the continuous violations of the right to Free Prior and Informed Consent, as



committed by the state of Finland, and especially the endangerment of Saami culture that us

youths must battle. We invite the forum / rapporteur to make a visit to Sfipmi and learn about the

destruction that a railroad would bring to our lands. We formally request for help from our

indigenous brothers and sisters to stand with us in solidarity and spread the word. Let Finland

know that our generation will keep resisting. Let them see, that we are not alone. Let them hear,

that NO means NO.

Olu giitu, thank you very much.


