
IIFB: Agenda item 5.6 Biodiversity and climate change 

COP 10, Nagoya 20 October 2010: Thank you, Mr. Chairperson. This statement is made on 
behalf of the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity (IIFB). 

Where I come from, a Saami community in the north east Norway, we already see outbreaks 
of insects and larvae not seen before, these are a both a pain for the reindeer and contributing 
to rapid change in the distribution of the berries and plants we gather, and changes in the 
reindeer pastures. At the same time, we also see that efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change by increased use of renewable resources such as wind-mills and hydro-electric damns 
intensify pressure on our lands never seen before. 

Like us, indigenous peoples all over the world are already affected by climate change. It 
directly affects the ecosystems we depend on, our habitations, communal lands and 
livelihoods, which are at the source of our culture. While our ways of life are amongst those 
that least contribute to climate change, mitigation and adaptation measures that seek to solve 
it have direct impacts us. 

Moreover, many of those measures do not really address the causes of climate change. They 
constitute business opportunities for the organizations that will implement them, while 
justifying the exploitation of nature and the loss of biodiversity for the sake of profit. 

In particular, we are concerned about so-called solutions to climate change that protect forests 
without definition of them. Programs, such as the GEF Sustainable Forest Management 
(SFM) and REDD-plus Investment Program, while not supporting the substitution of native 
forests with plantations, may subsidize reforestation or plantations in areas that have 
previously been illegally cleared or degraded. 

We would like to stress that, in any measures taken to mitigate and adapt to climate change, 
the rights of indigenous peoples have to be respected. 
concrete text here: 

Recalling article 8(q) in the document UNEP/CBD/COP/10/1/ADD.2/rev.1, we would like to 
see all the brackets of this article removed. Parties need to take into account social and 
cultural aspects of economic and non-economic incentives, because otherwise they will likely 
fail to protect our biodiversity and our ways of life. The indigenous peoples do not see the 
mechanisms of mitigation and adaptation as a business with economic incentives. To us, it 
means the transfer of appropriate technology, capacity building and just and equitable 
distribution of benefits – and above all respecting our rights to Free Prior and Informed 
Consent. 

Recalling article 8 (aa) in the same document, we encourage states to remove all the brackets 
in this article. Parties need to take into account social and cultural aspects of economic and 
non-economic incentives, because otherwise they will likely fail to protect our biodiversity 
and our ways of life. The indigenous peoples do not see the mechanisms of mitigation and 
adaptation as a business with economic incentives. To us, it means the transfer of appropriate 
technology, capacity building and just and equitable distribution of benefits – and above all 
respecting our rights to Free Prior and Informed Consent. 

NOTES: 
Arcticle 9(g): support Option I 


