
STATEMENT OF THE ASIAN INDIGENOUS WOMEN'S NETWORK 
AND TEBTEBBA FOUNDATION 

Agenda Item 3 - "Climate Change , biocultural diversity and livelihoods: the 
stewardship role of indigenous peoples and new challenges" 

This statement is being made on behalf of the Asian Indigenous Women's Network 
and Tebtebba Foundation. I wish to make the following recommendations and 
reflections on Agenda Item 3. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to champion the full inclusion 
of indigenous peoples in climate processes at all levels, valuing the distinct 
contributions of elders, women, men, and youth. 

In its championing role for indigenous peoples, the UNPFII to support: 

2. Indigenous peoples, to openly and robustly engage in all climate debates. And 
to highlight the central importance of traditional cultural and spiritual values 
in addressing the climate crisis. 

3. All actors to respect the self-determination of indigenous peoples to decide 
local mitigation and adaptation measures in their lands and territories. 

4. Donors to ensure that all climate funds uphold the rights and well-being of 
Indigenous Peoples, and deliver sustainable development, climate, 
environment and cultural benefits. 

5. Governments to work with indigenous authorities to implement the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, upholding their rights to 
free, prior and informed consent to all climate mitigation and adaptation 
programmes and projects. 

In making these recommendations, we would like to offer the following points. 

The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), is one of a few UN 
bodies resistant to the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in its 
various mechanisms and processes. The UN Permanent Forum must champion the 
fullest inclusion of indigenous peoples in the UNFCCC, by building on the best 
practices of its sister conventions - the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the 
UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the RAMSAR Convention 
on Wetlands, which value the traditional knowledge and contributions of indigenous 
peoples and local communities. The UNPFII must do the same with other climate 
processes and initiatives, including the various climate funds of the World Bank. The 
democratization of governance structures is imperative to adequately address the 
development, environment and climate crisis. 



Indigenous peoples must robustly engage A L L c l imate debates, including on the 
limitations of emiss ions trading as a central tool for c l imate solutions, but also 
exploring all options for cl imate solutions wh ich also deliver local benefits for 
indigenous peoples, sustainable deve lopmen t , ecosys tem health and cultural wel l-
being. 

All actors, including environment and development NGOs, donors, and the private 
sector must respect the self-determination of indigenous peoples to decide local 
mitigation and adaptation measures in their lands and territories. Pressure must not be 
exerted on indigenous peoples to influence or narrow down their choices in studying 
community options. To exclude indigenous peoples from controversial debates is to 
perpetuate the marginalisation of valuable contributions to the climate crisis. 

Cultural and spiritual values and Indigenous knowledge, together with the best 
available science and technologies, must inter-act to shift the world into a more 
sustainable path. Increased collaboration and inter-cultural dialogue is needed across 
diverse forms of knowledge to arrive at socially and culturally acceptable solutions. 

Donors must avoid harm, but also aspire to do good in the design and use of climate 
funds. Lessons learned from the failures of top-down projects development and 
conservation projects must not be repeated in climate funding. Opportunities exist to 
uphold the rights and well-being of Indigenous Peoples, and to deliver sustainable 
development, climate, environment and cultural benefits. 

Governments must follow-through the UN General Assembly adoption of the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, by working in partnership with 
indigenous authorities towards its implementation. Such partnership engenders a 
virtuous cycle of local stewardship, self-determined development, national and global 
benefits. 

The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is a critical and significant 
tool in addressing multiple contemporary problems, and as such constitutes a 
universal value for our times. 

Thank you Madam Chairperson, for this opportunity to speak. 


