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Mr. Chairman, thank you for giving me this opportunity again to address this first session of 
the Permanent Forum. 

We have certainly had a very interesting and rich interaction over the past days and have 
covered considerable ground in exploring and understanding the mandate of this unique 
Forum. There is no doubt remaining amongst all of us that this Forum has the capability and 
potential to bring about significant new developments to the issues within its broad mandate. 
There are, however, substantial obstacles that still need to be overcome so that this Forum 
can fulfil its mandate to the satisfaction of all interested parties - governments, indigenous 
peoples and nations, the specialised agencies and bodies of the UN system and 
nongovernmental organisations. 

The first and foremost of these obstacles is the question of its technical secretariat and 
financial support, but I am sure that this will be overcome with the full cooperation of the 
Forum's parent body - ECOSOC - and indeed the cooperation of the State governments who 
are among the interested parties. 

The second challenge is the question of its future programme of work and its agenda in the 
second session. We have some views on how this challenge could be met so that the Forum 
can effectively continue its important work. 

Mr Chairman, before I come to my suggestions regarding this, I would like to revisit the 
question of principles that should, we strongly feel, inform every aspect of the work of this 
Forum. 

The first principle is the one of continuing dialogue on an equal basis and with full 
participation of indigenous peoples on the issue of the Forum's mandate. This is a consistent 
and recurring theme throughout the discussions on every issue during this session. There is 
an urgent and pressing need for this principle of equality and participation in the dialogue to 
be fully employed down the line from the international level through the regional and 
national processes, and this Forum needs to keep this principle foremost. 

The second principle is the one of access and on-going communication. This is critical for the 
success of this Forum. The Forum needs to have consistent access to the UN specialised 
agencies and bodies which also embraces the regional and country level institutions of these 
bodies and agencies, since almost every one of the UN specialised agencies has regional and 
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country presence, which focus on the regional and country specificities of situations. The 
Forum needs to also have access to all the indigenous peoples of lhe world in all the regions. 
This access would also assist the Forum1 to bridge the spaces between the UN system, 
nongovernmental organisations, institutions and corporate entities. 

Considering these principles and the mandate of this Forum, I have the following 
recommendations to make regarding the future work and agenda of the Permanent Forum. 

Creation of an open ended intersessional Working Group on the establishment of a 
global coordination mechanism on indigenous issues for all the specialised agencies and 
bodies of the UN system: Many important cross-cutting issues have been identified on this 
floor over the last days - such as free prior and informed consent, participation, meaningful 
partnership, respect for indigenous peoples' rights and inclusion. These cross cutting themes 
are all well recognised within the UN system today. An open ended intersessional working 
group to identify an effective mechanism within the United Nations to streamline and 
coordinate the work within the UN system that relate to indigenous peoples should be 
established as a follow up to this session of the Permanent Forum. 

Consultations: The Permanent Forum should undertake regional level meetings, seminars 
and consultations within the period between now and the second session. Such events would 
provide the strategic clarity required for the future work of the Forum with the UN 
specialised agencies and bodies. Depending on the thematic and cross cutting issues in focus, 
specific members of the Inter-agency Support Group may take the responsibility of hosting 
and supporting these meetings. Such consultations should be conducted with the effective and 
meaningful participation of indigenous peoples and their organisations 

Indigenous Peoples' Regional Caucuses: Indigenous peoples must have the opportunity to 
meet and exchange views with the Forum in all the regions. The Forum, through these 
exchanges of views and information, would be playing a more pro-active and effective role to 
reach all the indigenous peoples and thereby successfully carry out its mandate. Such 
consultations with indigenous peoples in the regions would also provide an initial effective 
platform to carry out awareness, disseminate information on a wide array of issues and gather 
critical data directly from indigenous peoples themselves on the issues covered by the 
Forum's mandate. 

Agenda: Regarding the future agenda at its second session, we fully support the Caucus 
resolutions regarding the establishment of a separate and permanent thematic focus on 
Indigenous Children - such a focus should pay particular attention to indigenous girls. We 
also recommend that Indigenous Women and their specific issues and concerns should 
likewise be given a separate focus. The Forum should specifically encourage the participation 
and children, youth and women at all its sessions, seminars, meetings and consultations. 

Mr Chairman, these are our recommendations to the Forum regarding its future work and 
agenda. 

Thank you 


