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I am an Ainu from  Hokkaido. Japan. I would like to tell you one thing which violates the right of  Ainu 
people regarding to land. 

There are some lands called as Common Property which were granted to Ainu communities by Japan's 
Government under the Hokkaido Ex-Aborigine Protection Act There were granted in order to ease the 
complainments from  Ainu peoples. 

The Act was abolished last year, being replaced by a new act. The treatment of  the lands was not 
consultaied with Ainu people, but the Governor of  Hokkaido pronounced to apply for  individual refunding  of 
the lands until coming September 4.Japan's Government did not have any consultation with us when they 
granted the lands 100 years ago. They has not had any intentions to have consultation with Ainu people on land 
issues, even during the International Decade for  Indigenous People, they do not 

The issues on land come out from  such attitude that Japan's Government has no intention to have 
consultation with directly affected  people like us. 

Thus, we are palaning to file  it against court through the court activities the existance of  the account 
notes, in which the disposals of  lands and buildings are documented, will be proved, though the Governor 
denied its existance. 

In addition, the amount estimated by the Hokkaido Pref.  Government is irrcationaily low. It should be 
more than 10,000 times of  the estimate. 

We will surely carry out this struggle against this injustice, orgnizing fellow  people and utilizing 
existing international laws. 

We are paying our keen attention to the papers prepared by Mrs. Daes 'Indigenous Peoples and their 
Relationship to Land* with respect for  her great efforts  for  them. 

Your attention to our struggle/activities will be highly appreciated. 
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