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Thank you Mr Chair

This statement is being made on behalf of the (IIFB) on Item 13.2 Forest Biodiversity.

We continue to support the Conference of Parties request to the Executive Secretary to identify and 
implement  targeted  joint  activities  between the  Secretariat  of  the  CBD and the  UN Forum on 
Forests.  And  we  note  and  support  the  recommendations  sixteen-slash-15  prepared  by  Substar 
(SBSTTA) regarding food and health in relation to forest biodiversity.

However,  we  note  that  the  forest  biodiversity  agenda  item  is  being  dealt  with  within  5.2 
Cooperation with international organisations, other conventions and initiatives. Secondly, we note 
that the focus of the CBD regarding forest biodiversity is largely within the REDD+ programme of 
work.  We  support  the  recommendations  for  the  consideration  of  environmental  and  social 
safeguards in climate mitigation work.  However the issues facing indigenous peoples and local 
communities are wider than climate change alone.

Deforestation is taking place outside of the climate change mitigation programme and diseases are 
negatively impacting on forest biodiversity which have not been confirmed as alien species.

We  believe  that  Forest  Biodiversity  is  of  such  significance  that  it  should  be  a  stand-alone 
programme of work within the CBD.

Secondly, we also note that there is a lack of any reference to the inclusion of indigenous peoples 
and local communities in the collaborative work that is encouraged and there is no reference to the 
UN Permanent Forum of Indigenous Peoples recommendations on how the CBD is implemented.

All over Africa there are issues of unclear forest land tenure whereby multiple claims are made 
regarding  rights  to  management  and  ownership  of  forests;  indigenous  communities  are  being 
dislocated from their forest territories; and there continues to be widespread criminalising of the 
customary use of forest biodiversity. We seek to have these issues addressed by further effective 
collaboration  and  ensuring  the  effective  involvement  of  Indigenous  Peoples  and  Local 
Communities.

To conclude, as IIFB expressed in our statement to the SBSTTA sixteenth meeting, we encourage 
each Party to consider our advice and offer support for our interventions as a means of ensuring 
inclusion of Indigenous perspectives in this work.

The IIFB proposes the addition of a new paragraph that supports the full and effective participation 
of indigenous peoples and local communities.

We recommend that the Conference of Parties:

Supports the full and effective participation of Indigenous Peoples and local communities in forest 
biodiversity management and the appropriate use of traditional knowledge and customary practises 
giving regard to Articles 8(j) and 10(c) of the Convention.

Thank you Mr Chair


