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Respected Chair 

I bring greetings to you and members of this august forum from 
Zo indigenous people whose territories had been divided into three 
segments and placed under the three administrative provinces of 
Assam, Bengal, Burma following British military expeditions (1871 
-1890) and colonial administration (1890-1950). 

Zo people have been claiming for a long, long time 
restoration of fundamental rights which had been deprived 
thereof by way of tripartite division of our ancestral land, 
and 
rectification of the past errors of the territorial division that 
had been done to Zo people through reunification under one 
administrative head. 

Zo people were a nation of Tibeto-Burma race and of the Mongolic 
origin. Our native country had been that of the whole hill tracts of 
land called the "tribal areas" between the valleys and plains of 
Burma in the east and Bay of Bengal and Bengal in the west. 

Zo country was called the 'Chin-Lushai country' by the British 
administration (Chin-Lushai Conference 1892, Fort Williams, 
Calcutta) which was later defined as the "Tribal Areas" 
(Government, of India Act 1935 vide The Government of India 
(Excluded and Partially Excluded Areas) Order passed at the Court 
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of Buckingham Palace, London by His Majesty in 1936.. 

1 
Based on the Government of India Act 1935, 'tribal' areas was 
later on August 9,1947 stated by the late Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
who later became the first Prime Minister of free India as "being 
those areas along the frontiers of India but which are neither part 
of India, nor of Burma, nor of any Indian states, nor of any Foreign 
state." 

Respected Chair, the special theme of the Sixth Session of the UN 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues with special regards to 
the Territories, Lands and Natural Resources assumes clear 
relevance in the context of changing world phenomena. 

For more than one century and a haif, we have been deprived of 
our fundamental rights that we became a small minority in the 
country where we have been acceded to. It has been common 
experience that indigenous lands have been subjected to 
exploitations in the name of progress and development. Non 
indigenous peoples used to acquire vast areas of tribal lands for 
setting up of industrial projects by paying meagre compensation 
to native landowners. This way, more tribal lands are in danger of 
being snatched away from native residents who will soon become 
landless in their own native land. 

In other words, indigenous people claim the right to participate in 
the process of development as partners in new industrial projects 
being installed in their lands and moreover they want to earn 
fair rental money for lands being utilised for setting up of projects. 
The process of acquiring lands from native tribals for installation 
of industrial projects by paying compensation does obviously rob 
native residents of the ownership of their ancestral lands. 

Respected Chair, Zo people had been forced to acquire alien 
nationality following the forming of the independent states of India, 
Burma and East Pakistan (Bangladesh). Now we became a small 
minority in the country we live in and we are in danger of parting 
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with our lands together with the God-given wealth of natural 
resources. Fortunately or unfortunately, the old Chin-Lushai-Kuki 
country or the Zo country remains mostly unexplored scientifically 
even today. But the advancement of science and technology 
accelerates the pace of progress and development everywhere in 
the world today. The dawning of a new era is at hand when the 
wheels of progress bringing in teams of experts to aggressively 
undertake explorations and tappings of the natural-resource-rich 
land of ours. This fast emerging trend, we fear, will force us off 
our lands to become refugees in our own native homeland. The 
construction of Kaptai dam in the early sixties in East Pakistan 
(Bangladesh), for example, forced about fifty thousand native 
tribals to flee their own homes and become refugees in their own 
ancestral homeland. Now, construction of the Tuirial, Tuivai and 
Tipaimukh dams in northern Mizoram (India) are creating similar 
consequential disastrous outcome. 

Respected Ghair, allow me to once again urge upon the UN 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to take hurried firm steps 
aimed at 

restoring the fundamental rights of Zo people; 
rectifying the past errors of territorial tripartite division 
of Zo country by way of reunification and thereby 
enabling Zo people to ultimately exercise their 
fundamental freedoms through peaceful medium of 
self-determination; and, in general, 
restoring the fundamental rights and fundamental 
freedoms to all indigenous peoples of the world who 
are being affected by such incidents through a peaceful 
process of peoples' self-determination. 

Thank you. 
Respected Chair. 
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