
Remedies on
Denial and Violation of the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples



Introduction
• ‘Saranda’ is the largest Sal 

Forest in Asia situated in West 
Singhbhum district of 
Jharkhand state in India. 

• The forest covers an area of 860 
Sq. km. It contains 25 % Iron-
ore of the country.

• However, the Forest had turned 
into a ‘War Zone’. The Indian 
government was unable to 
carry any development activity 
in the region but interestingly 
the mining companies were 
operating in 50 mining projects. 



A War for Natural Resources
• In 2009, the PM of India declared 

in the Parliament that extremism 
as the biggest internal security 
threat and also threat to the 
investment climate.

• The ‘Operation Green Hunt’ was 
launched by deploying 200,000 
paramilitary forces in the forest 
regions of 9 states of India.

• In 2011, the ‘Operation Bravo 
Boy’, ‘Operation Monsoon’ and 
‘Operation Anaconda’ were 
launched in the Saranda Forest 
one after another. 



• 35 villages were seized for a month 
and 3 houses were burnt.

• 3 ration shops were demolished and 
food-grain, utensils were destroyed in 
every house.

• 3 villagers were killed, 2 women were 
raped, 500 villagers were tortured.

• 112 villagers were detained and 33 
were sent to jail.

• Schools were converted into police 
camps and study materials were  
destroyed.

• Ration cards, land entitlement papers 
and identity cards were destroyed. 

Major Findings



Major Findings
50 iron ore leases were 

operational, covering an area 
of 14,410 hectares. 

The mining companies have 
been operating in the forest 
region since 1925 but there was 
no road connectivity, basic 
health services, education 
facilities, drinking water and 
electricity in the region.  

The mining companies had no 
interest in providing the basic 
services and facilities to the 
villages under the CSR. 



The illegal mining was rampant. The Ministry 
of Mines recorded 953 cases of illegal mining 
in Jharkhand during 2004-2009. The iron ore, 
mined illegally was sold to legal lease holders. 

The mining companies extract the iron ore 
beyond the approved limit.

The Mining companies had a huge nexus with 
the CPI-Maoist. Paying levy to protect the 
business.  

Government had also sectioned 22 new 
mining leases covering 9,337.54 hectares, 
which is a threat to the IPs,  Sal forest and 
biodiversity.

 

Major Findings



The mining companies were 
throwing mining dust in two 
rivers.  The water was fully iron 
contaminated. 

The living condition of women 
and children were pathetic as 
75% women were suffering from 
anaemia and 80% children were 
malnourished.

The mining dust, red mud and 
red water have had hugely 
detrimental impacts on the health 
and livelihood system of these 
villagers. A few villagers were 
suffering from lung disease.

Major Findings



Dubil Mines
Proxy mining of SAIL to ORS Ltd. 
Mining waste turned 100 acres of 

fertile land into a barren land at 

Dubil village. 
The villagers also lost a stream 

called “Dolbati Jharna”, which 

was life line for them.
In June, 2011, the company’s 

General Manager Mr. Guchait Iqubal filed a case against 6 
villages alleging them for demanding ransom from the 
company. The 6 villagers were sent to Jail for 13 days. 

Villagers lost the control on economy and became labourers.



JHRM organized the Fact finding 
visits to Saranda Forest.

Several complaints were filed with the 
National Human Rights Commission 
and the National Commission for 
Scheduled Tribe. 

A series of letters were sent to the 
President of India, Prime Ministers, 
Union Home Minister and different 
authorizes of the state government. 

The victims were exposed to Media 
through press conferences and issue 
was also raised during the series of the 
Media live debates.  

Major Actions for  Remedies



• Issue of gross human rights violation 
was strongly raised in the eastern 
regional conference of the NHRC 
and a request was made to the 
NHRC for sending an investigation 
team to the Saranda Forest. 

• One day Dharna (sit in protest) was 
organized in Ranchi on 21st of 
September, 2011. 

• A case was filed in the Jharkhand 
High Court. 

• Questions were raised in the 
Legislative Assembly by two MLAs. 

Major Actions for Remedies



A series of letters along with the 
fact finding report was sent to 
the Mr. Jairam Ramesh, Union 
Cabinet Minister, MoRD. 

Memorandums were submitted 
to Mr. Jairam Ramesh. 

Five Meetings were conducted 
with Mr. Jairam Ramesh during 
his visit to Ranchi and Saranda. 

There was detailed discussion on 
the issues caused by the mining 
companies and also on the 
enforcement of Saranda 
Development Plan. 

Major Actions for Remedies



An investigation team of the 
NHRC visited to the forest, and 
ordered the state government to 
provide food grains to the 
victims, to avail the health, 
education, drinking water 
facilities to the villages and 
compensation to the victims of 
the gross human rights violation.

The National Commission for 
Schedule Tribe, New Delhi has 
also ordered for identification of 
those villages, which are not yet 
recognized. The process of 
identification has been started.  

Major Outcome



A team of the Govt. of India visited 
to the forest and chalked out the 
Saranda Development Plan (SDP). 56 
villages were taken up under the plan 
with the budget of $41.7 million. 

The GoI asked the mining companies 
to contribute in SDP from their CSR 
budget. First time the CSR started in 
Saranda Forest. Solar Lamps, 
Bicycles and Transistors were 
distributed among 7,000 families. 

10 community rights and 665 
individual rights were recognized 
under the Forest Rights Act 2006. 

Major Outcome



130 kilometers concrete road was 
constructed to connect 56 villages 
in the forest. 

118 hand pumps were installed for 
drinking water, six mobile health 
unites and electricity were 
provided, schools were restored 
and mid-day-meal was provided to 
children regularly. 

Mrs. Mangri Honhaga the widow 
of late Mangal Honhaga was 
compensated with Rs. 200,000 and 
a government job, and legal action 
was taken against the assistant 
commandant of CRPF. 

 

Major Outcome



THANK YOU !
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