
Thank you Chair, 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Protecting the rights of indigenous peoples is a key priority for the OHCHR, and the 

UN system as a whole has an important role in promoting the implementation of the 

UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

 

The forthcoming World Conference on Indigenous Peoples has the potential to raise 

the profile and impact of UN’s work on indigenous peoples to a new level.  

 

Living up to this potential requires, however, strong involvement and inclusion of 

indigenous peoples in the process in line with the modalities resolution.   

 

This is essential not only as a reflection of the rights contained in the UN Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and other human rights texts, but also to ensure 

that the Conference results in an action oriented outcome document that addresses the 

most important concrete challenges that indigenous peoples face, including in terms 

of human rights. 

 

The High Commissioner for Human Rights - who according to the modalities 

resolution will be one of the speakers of the opening meeting of the WC - has 

therefore consistently raised the importance of indigenous participation with various 

key interlocutors and will continue to do so in the run-up to the Conference. There is a 

need to make sure that the World Conference is organized not only on, but also with, 

Indigenous Peoples, and it is encouraging that this message is coming out so clearly in 

our discussions today as it did also in the Human Rights Council’s panel we organised 

on the World Conference last September. I would also like to recall that UN IASG 

called in its statement last week for the full and effective participation of indigenous 

peoples in the WC. 

 

In addition to calling for an inclusive process and integration of human rights 

standards in the Conference, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

is through the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples playing direct role in terms 

of supporting indigenous peoples’ participation in the Conference. The General 

Assembly has expanded the mandate of the Fund to include support for indigenous 

peoples to participate in the World Conference and its preparatory process, and we 

hope that we will soon have clarity on all the necessary organizational details in order 

to implement this task effectively. We would like to take this opportunity to thank 

those States that have provided support to the Fund and invite others to do the same.  

 

Thank you. 

 


