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Letter of Representation 
May 14,2007 

1 am pleased to appoint Ms. Ayla Bakkalli, an Indigenous Crimean Tatar to 
represent the Crimean Tatar Mejlis of Crimea, Ukraine at the United Nations 
Indigenous Peoples Forum in United Nations - New York City, USA for the period 
May 14-25,2007. 

Ms. Bakkalli is appointed to make an intervention on behalf of the Crimean 
Tatar Mejlis on the United Nations Indigenous Peoples Forum theme on Human 
Rights. 

Fundamental to this relationship that all statements and various course of 
action be consistent with the integrity and the raison d'etre of the character of the 
Crimean Tatar Mejlis. 

Approved and Appointed by; 

Chairman of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People 

Mustafa Cemilogtu /c~^K 3r*S" 



Three minute intervention text submitted by the Representative of the Crimean Tatar 
Mejlis on the theme of Human Rights to the Sixth Session of the United Nations 
Indigenous Peoples Forum-May 14-May 25, 2007. 

Ayla Bakkalli, Representing the Crimean Tatar Mejlis of Crimea, Ukraine 

May 24, 2007 

Madame Chair, 
On May 18, 1944, the indigenous Crimean Tatars of Crimea, Ukraine were ruthlessly 
AND forcibly deported en masse from their homeland by the Soviet Stalin regime. Since 
their return after the Soviet collapse in 1991 the Crimean Tatars continue to face conflict 
with the Russian ethnics in Crimea as they seek their right to reclaim their land. One of 
the principals within Human Rights that are repeatedly violated against the Indigenous 
Crimean Tatars is the right and access to their land in Crimea. 

Crimean Tatars, frustrated by the lack of response in addressing their right to land issues 
have expressed themselves with peaceful demonstration against changes to the criminal 
code that will toughen penalties for the seizure of land that the Crimean Tatars fear is 
meant to deter them from pursuing their right to reclaim their land. 

In expression against the existing inertia to address Crimean Tatar land reclaim rights and 
the total indifference on our persistent, repeated requests are being persistently, 
repeatedly denied. I wish to illustrate why we as Indigenous Peoples are so passionate in 
reclaiming our land rights. I have listed below a non-comprehensive list on the 
confiscated items both personal and real property at the time of our forced deportation as 
cited in the UNPO (Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization) is as follows: 

> over 80 thousand houses were taken without just compensation 
> more than 4 thousand land plots were taken away from collective farmers 
> approximately 500,000 thousand heads of cattle, feed, whole stock of seeds, 

saplings, agri-food were confiscated 
> approximately 40,000 thousand tons of wheat, 40,000 tons of barley, 
> 4,000 tons of grouts and other sorts of farm produce were confiscated from 

private and public Crimean storehouses. 
> 40 centers of private and public tobacco industry confiscated and 95,000 liters of 

wine, 314 centers of dried fruits industry, and 43,200 pieces of sheepskins and 
554,000 tons of wool were confiscated. 

An approximate on the dollar value of the direct material damage would amount to 
approximately US$4.5 billion not including gold and silver. This is just on material 
damage. 

The value of the land and homes confiscated are yet to be determined. 



The fertile agricultural land use alone for Crimea consists of 999,997 hectares. In other 
words, land taken from the Crimean Tatars was meant to deprive them their means to 
existence as an entire people. 

I have not mentioned the confiscation of indigenous cultural, intellectual, traditional 
knowledge and the natural resources used and the benefits incurred to this day by others 
without just compensation to the Indigenous Crimean Tatars. As is evident, the entire 
Crimean Tatars were denied the right to continue to propagate their heritage and legacy 
due to the loss of their most precious possession which is their LAND. 

We as Indigenous Peoples are working through peaceful and DEMOCRATIC process to 
address the situation whereby an entire peoples such as the Crimean Tatars are denied 
their right of legacy by the outright distribution of their lands to all other ethnic groups 
such as the Russian ethnics . 

We recommend that the forum reminds nation members that as States with 
DEMOCRATIC societies build a truly DEMOCRATIC society by protecting the interests 
of ALL its peoples including Indigenous Peoples and that they oversee and facilitate fair 
and equitable resolutions of indigenous land and resource claims and the implementation 
of land agreements. 

We recommend that forum remind member States that they should establish fair 
DEMOCRATIC procedures for reviewing, and taking corrective action in situations 
which indigenous land or resources have been taken or rights to them extinguished 
through past processes which are claimed or are found to be fundamentally unfair or 
discriminatory. 

We recommend that the forum remind member States that effective measures should be 
provided by DEMOCRATIC States for implementation, amendment and enforcement of 
land settlements and agreements, and for dispute resolution. 

IN CONCLUSION, we wish to also receive a response to Mr. Hassan Ballasallam, 
member of the Indigenous Peoples Working Group question as to whether the delay on 
the adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the rights of Indigenous Peoples by the 
United Nations General Assembly has anything to do with the issue of land and natural 
resources. 

Thank you again in giving the Indigenous Crimean Tatars of Crimean, Ukraine the 
opportunity to voice our issues. 


