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A Joint Statement by ,Boro Women's Justice Forum (Assam) Community Action and 
Research for Development (CARD, Manipur) Western Sumi Hoho ( Nagaland) All Boro 
Graduate Youth Federation (Assam), Federation of Boro Youth(Assam) 

6th Session of UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

United Nations Headquarters, New York, May 14th - 25th, 2007 

Agenda Item 4(A) Economic and Social Development 

Presented by Ms.Sumshot Khular1, President, CARD, Manipur, India 
Greetings from the, Boro, Lamkang Naga, Sumi Naga Indigenous peoples of Northeast 
India. 

Respected Madam Chairperson, members of the Permanent Forum, Indigenous Sister 
and Brothers! 

Development and economic globalisation may be different ideologies but they do share 
a common space in the experiences they have created in practice. The very idea of 
development seen as accumulating wealth and progress equals to the markets that are 
the most efficient ways or means to produce wealth had left development to the hands of 
the market forces. There are various movements across the world challenging and 
criticizing this practice and amongst them to name few are, the concerns for human 
rights, labour rights, the environment, trade related issues and the developmental 
issues. 
The national governments of most Asian countries have not recognised the rights of 
indigenous peoples on their ancestral lands and have ignored indigenous people's 
customary land tenure systems. The territories and resources of indigenous peoples are 
being exploited at an increasing rate leading to destructions of the environment, 
marginalisation of indigenous peoples, and denial of their basic means of subsistence 
and sustenance as distinct peoples and cultures. The draft Scheduled Tribes( 
Recognition of Forest Rights Bill 2005) is an effort by the Government of India to impose 
standard land ownership regulation, revenue and territorial sovereignty laws in areas 
that have typically resisted these paradigms in the interest of indigenous control over 
and management systems.2 

Yet, many development policies and programmes imposed upon indigenous peoples 
have led to encourage assimilations and integration with the dominant society rather 
than being compatible with the cultural identity of the group and have tended to incur no 
benefit upon them. The manifestations of these processes of development as one of the 
political, economical and cultural domination became increasingly evident when 
indigenous peoples are among the subjects affected. Indeed, indigenous peoples have 
been identified as those groups and most vulnerable to these patterns of domination 
engrained in development practices, as these entails complete disregard for indigenous 
peoples distinct cultural. The socio-economic, political and cultural marginalisation of 
indigenous peoples has resulted from the conquest and colonisation and from their 

2 www.tribal.nic.in/tribal context pdf 
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continued position in situations of internal colonisation is systematically being 
aggravated by development activities. 

Indeed, the overwhelming majority of development projects have negative long-term 
economic, social and cultural effects on the livelihood, identity, social organisation and 
well-being of indigenous peoples and communities. Economic growth, capital 
accumulation and industrialisation have been the main objectives of traditional 
mainstream development processes whJle issues of social development equity and 
justices have been sidelined primarily at the expense of the poorest, the most vulnerable 
and marginalised sections of the society. Therefore we asked is the development 
undertaken taken in our lands for us or for the multinationals and companies? 

Our Land, water, air and natural resources that Special Economic Zones (SEZ)are likely 
to exploit and gain control over and the use of which is directly linked to environmental 
impacts of SEZs. The change of land use of an area for industrial purpose is bound to 
change the ecosystems and ecological health of any area. The examples from China 
indicate the extent of environmental losses involved. India already having a great water 
scarcity as well as lost of forest and biodiversity, it is required that India should comply 
with the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) notification that lays down procedures 
for seeking an environment clearance for range of development and industrial activities 
before starting constructions/so called 'development process'. 

State's obligation to respect, protect and fulfil economic and social and cultural rights are 
not limited to their own jurisdiction and territories under their effective control, but 
extends to actions beyond their borders as per the ICESCR extraterritorial applications, 
and therefore, economic .social and cultural rights are integral part of human rights 
agenda and a priority and it is not just for the individuals governments but for the 
international communities and civil society as a whole to work in collaboration for its 
achievements, and especially for the indigenous populations. Economic, social traditions 
are unique and primordial relationships to land, and therefore, constitute the most 
serious threat to their cultural and physical survival. 

State's programmes and schemes for the deserving needy and poor people hardly 
reached the targeted groups and we cannot see any improvements on the economic and 
social status of the poor indigenous peoples living in remote rural areas. 

In remote areas where along the borders in Manipur, Nagaland, Tripura and Mizoram, 
where the free international trade zone has been officially opened and in some where 
intentional trade continues as before, many small traders and barters have no place as 
the big business has come up, leaving the daily wage labourers at their mercy and many 
are not able to access any work which really snatched away their earlier freedom and 
work as labourers. 

The impact of market driven economy have heavily marginalized the small scale farming 
system, harvesting activities/patterns fishing, pastoralism, and local markets, this has 
resulted in several hunger death and suicides of the farmers in thousands in India. In 
June 2006 as stated by the Agricultural Minister in Parliament 100,000 farmers had 
committed suicides since 1998- 2003 and the death toll is rising everyday. 
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On the other hand, traditional markets where local products are sold and exchange had 
really shrunk due to few buyers and the products are overtaken by cheap stuffs being 
imported through the borders. This has led to also increasing joblessness among the 
labourers, small business persons/porters and a loss to subsistence incomes. 

Despite the five panel member recommendation in 2004 to repeal the AFSPA, and the 
UN bodies appeal to the Indian State to withdraw this act till date the government is yet 
to withdraw the act which is giving more"1 powers to the military and continuation of 
militarization in our lands had led to hinder the socio-economic development of states 
and region. Until the region is completely demilitarised there can be no development for 
the indigenous peoples. 

Recommendation: 

• To ensure free, prior and informed consent in all proposed development 
programmes affecting the indigenous peoples in Manipur, India 

• Urge the state to fully implement the MDG Goal (i) so as to enable the 
indigenous peoples in the Northeast region to improve their economic and social 
conditions, 

• The proposed train line to be built in Northeast India through Manipur and the 
proposed 256 dams in the Northeast, will incur to massive land 
loss,submergence, and land forest destructions, it will bring in more beggars, 
diseases and poverty to us and we want this project to be scrap off completely, 

• To ensure development to take place all army bases need to be removed from 
the state and region and a complete demilitarisation of the region 

Thank you, Madam Chairperson, for your kind attention. 


