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Thank you Mr Chair, 

Mr Chair, we would like to make two recommendations for consideration of the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues on the agenda item under discussion. 

First, the Permanent Forum should record or find ways to record the summary of the oral 
interventions of the delegates in the report to the ECOSOC. 

Second, the Permanent Forum should develop Principles on Integration of Indigenous 
Peoples Issues in the United Nations system for consideration of the ECOSOC and the 
Secretary General; and that the Secretary General should subsequently adopt these 
principles binding to all UN agencies, funds and programmes to ensure that indigenous 
peoples' priorities are properly reflected in the Country Strategy Note, Common Country 
Assessment and the United Nations Development Assistance Framework. 

Summary records of the debates 

Mr Chair, the working methods at this session, inter alia, submission of regional 
statements, joint statements etc are excellent for time management and debate but do not 
necessarily address the substance. The substance relates to both the indigenous 
representatives who make it to Forum as well as over 300 million indigenous peoples 
who will never make it to the Forum but continue to endure suffering, domination and 
discrimination and for whom the Forum is meant. 

In simple terms, Mr Chair, the challenge of the Forum is to how to make it more effective 
and interesting than the WGIP and develop mechanisms to effectively integrate 
indigenous peoples' issues in the United Nations system. Given the structures of the UN 
bodies, we appreciate the insurmountable tasks ahead. 

Mr Chair, unless the Forum is able to record the summary of the debates in the final 
report to the ECOSOC, in the long run, indigenous peoples will lose the sense of 
ownership and participation. The Forum may look more of the WGIP. We are aware that 
the reality indigenous peoples confront in their daily lives and raised in the Forum may 
be too sensitive for some members to record in the report to the ECOSOC. But the Forum 
needs to find ways and it is in this kind of situation that integrity of the Forum members 
will be scrutinised. We all know, Mr Chair, morality cannot be regulated, but necessary 
rules or working methods can be developed to measure the moral standards and therefore, 



the need to record the oral interventions. In this context, Mr Chair, the Forum members 
may consider to look at the reports of the chairman of the Sub-Commission on Human 
Rights on the summary records of the debates on country situations. 

Development of Principles on Integration of Indigenous Peoples Issues in the United 
Nations system 

How would the Forum with a small secretariat "promote the integration and coordination 
of activities relating to indigenous issues within the United Nations system", possibly the 
largest organisation in the world? At this stage, coordination by the Forum and its 
secretariat is impossible; integration is plausible. 

Integration of women rights' issues in the UN system provides excellent lessons for the 
Forum. The Secretary General regularly reports to the Commission on Human Rights and 
other relevant bodies about the Integration of Women Rights' Issues in the United 
Nations system. The Durban Declaration and Programme of Action in its paragraph 209 
called upon to multilateral institutions to develop such principles for indigenous peoples. 
One of the important future tasks of the Forum could be to elaborate upon the paragraph 
209 of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action and draft Principles on 
Integration 'ofindigenous Peoples Issues in the United Nations system for consideration 
of bylthe ECOSOC and the Secretary General. The Secretary General subsequently 
shouldi; adopt' these, principles binding to all UN agencies, funds and programmes to 
ensurethat mdigenouspeoples' priorities are properly reflected in the Country Strategy 
Note and Common Country Assessment and assistance under the United Nations 
Development Assistance Framework. 

The bottom line is if the Forum is to have any meaning for over 300 million indigenous 
peoples, the rhetorical discussions at the Forum, at the headquarters of the United Nations 
agencies and the Inter-Agency Task Force on PFII must be transformed into principles to 
be implemented at national level by the UN agencies. Unless the Secretary General 
adopts such principles it would be difficult for the Forum, its secretariat or the Inter-
Agency Task Force on PFII to ensure that UN agencies at the national level give 
adequate priorities to indigenous issues. It will be unfortunate if promotion of 
coordination and integration were to be reduced to the submission of Forum's annual 
report to the ECOSCO without proper record of the debates. 

Thank you, Mr Chairperson. 
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