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Thank^ you Mr. Chairperson, 

The Arctic Region notes with satisfaction General Assembly resolution 57/191, 
establishing a secretariat unit in New York to assist the Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues in carrying out its mandate. We further recall the understanding 
reached that remaining resources be made available to the Forum in the biennium 
2004 - 2005, in order to add an additional the three positions to the Permanent Forum 
secretariat. 

Through resolution 57/191, the General Assembly further established a 
voluntary fund for the Permanent Forum, for the purpose of funding the activities of 
the Forum, and the implementation of its recommendations. The Arctic Region notes 
with satisfaction the establishment by the General Assembly of the Voluntary Fund. 
In order to enable the Permanent Forum to truly become the vehicle that can finally 
adequately address the particular concerns and needs of the world's indigenous 
peoples, the Arctic Region recommends that; 

That the Permanent Forum urges calls on governments, foundations and 
others to give generously to the Fund in order to promote the work of the Forum. 



During the last couple of years, indigenous issues have been given 
increasingly more attention by the international community. In the year 2006, five 
years will have been completed since the first session of the Permanent Forum. In 
this context, we would like to draw your attention to ECOSOC Resolution 2000/22 
calling for an evaluation of the functioning of the Permanent Forum after five years 
of existence. Therefore, the Arctic Region recommends that: 

The Permanent Forum recommends that the Economic and Social Council 
decides to devote the High-Level Segment of its Regular Session in 2006 to 
indigenous issues. 

At the first session, e.g. organizations of the Arctic Region highlighted the 
problems caused by indigenous elected bodies not being able to be represented at the 
Permanent Forum in their own capacity. The Arctic Region recommends that: 

. The Permanent Forum adopt and/or amend rules of procedure to enable 
indigenous peoples and their representative councils, institutions, organizations an 
parliaments to be accredited to and to participate in the Forum sessions in their own 
capacity, with full privileges and prerogatives as those granted to Category I NGO:s 
with ECOSOC consultative status. 

Mr. Chairperson, 

The Arctic Region will submit these recommendations to the Secretariat in 

writing. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention. 


