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Agenda Item: LAND, TERRITORIES, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
Statement by the Indigenous Rights Active Members Network 

and NGO Forum on Cambodia 

NGO Forum on Cambodia has been working on Indigenous issues in partnership with 
Indigenous communities and organization's in Cambodia, including the Indigenous Rights 
Active Members Network. 

The NGO Forum on Cambodia and the Indigenous Rights Active Members Network wish to 
call the attention of the Permanent Forum to the urgent concerns of Indigenous Peoples of 
Cambodia with regards to land, territories, and natural resources. 

The 2001 Land Law includes provisions favorable to Indigenous communities, including a 
chapter on registration of communal lands of Indigenous communities, providing a 
mechanism to safeguard Indigenous communities' land in the form of communal land titles. 
However, no such titles have yet been granted and lack of implementation and enforcement 
of the Land Law has left Indigenous Peoples vulnerable to commercial interests, which are 
increasingly attracted to exploiting the economic potential of the forests and upland areas 
traditionally used and managed by Indigenous communities. Instead, land alienation among 
Indigenous communities is accelerating. 

Economic land concessions for the development of plantations have been granted on 
Indigenous communities' land or land they use in eight provinces. Despite calls by Special 
Representatives of the Secretary General of the United Nations on Human Rights in 
Cambodia for the cancellation of some of these concessions, development of the plantations 
continues. A tourism concession in an area sacred to Indigenous People continues, despite 
local resistance. 

The Royal Government of Cambodia imposed a moratorium on logging in forest concessions 
in January 2002. However, logging has since been approved without adequate consultation 
with Indigenous communities residing in and around allocated forest areas. 

In Cambodia, the Land Law provides little or no protection to Indigenous Peoples with regard 
to mining concessions. This is a great concern, because Indigenous communities' lands are 
increasingly being included in mining concessions, without prior consent of those 
communities. Just last week the most sacred hill of the Punong people in Cambodia as well 
as Vietnam was partially blown up by an unknown mining company, inside Nam Lyr 
Wildlife Sanctuary, with no prior consent, informing or consultation. The communities have 
demanded that full reparations be paid by those responsible, but neither mining company 
operating in this area acknowledges that it was responsible. 

Extreme problems have been reported by Indigenous communities in northeast Cambodia 
with relation to hydropower development. International donor agencies and multi-lateral 
banks continue to support and validate the construction of additional dams that will affect 
indigenous communities, by supporting associated projects such as power line construction 
and funding feasibility studies. 



Of increasing concern is the increasing targeted intimidation against indigenous activists who 
have had to resort to non-violent protest in attempts to get forest and land issues addressed. 

In February 2007, the NGO Forum, ILO and OHCHR hosted a national seminar on IP and 
access to land with the participation the Special Rapporteur on the Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms of Indigenous People, Professor Rodolpho Stavenhagen, to draw attention to these 
concerns. 
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With these urgent concerns of Indigenous Peoples of Cambodia that are very much similar to 
those of Indigenous Peoples in other countries of Asia, we strongly support all of the 
recommendations of the Asia Caucus. In addition, we make the following recommendations: 

1. UNPFII should urge the World Bank to follow through with the specific actions that 
have been identified in the Management Report and Recommendation in Response to 
the Inspection Panel Investigation Report (May 2006) including calling for the 
termination of all existing logging concessions and promoting more equitable and 
sustainable alternatives of forest management. 

2. The UNPFII should recommend the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights to establish a monitoring mechanism for reporting to the international 
community on the treatment of indigenous peoples attempting to protect their 
resource rights. 

3. The UNPFII should express deep concern for the undermining of the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples caused by construction of hydro-electric dams. 

We thereby urge the Permanent Forum to adopt these recommendations and we look forward 
for concrete actions to be taken by UN agencies, funds, and programs, governments, and 
donors to address these concerns. 


