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Fifteenth Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
United Nations Headquarter, New York

17 M.ay 2016

Agenda Item 5: Indigenous Peoples: Conflict, Peace and Resolution

Statement on behalf of the National Indigenous Women Forum (NIWF), Nepal

Mr. Chair, distinguished representatives, indigenous sisters and brothers,

I am Yasso Kanti Bhattachan representing National Indigenous Women Forum from Nepal.
During ten years of civil war in Nepal from 1996 to 2006 many indigenous women had suffered
from extrajudicial killings, disappearance, torture and sexual harassment, abuse and other forms
of violence. Before reaching logical conclusion of the peace process in Nepal, new cycle of
violence is beginning to take its ugly head.

The constitution of Nepal promulgated on 20 September 2015 has denied the rights of
indigenous women and men. The Government of Nepal used excessive force and violence,
before and after the promulgation of the constitution, especially against indigenous women and
men, specially the Tharus. The new constitution of Nepal goes against the letter and spirit of the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), in general, and
articles 1,2,3,4, 8, 11, 18, 79,25,26,27,28,29, and 32, and article 3 of the Outcome
Document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, in particular. Unfortunately, Nepal
ignored early warnings issued on 13 March and 28 September of 2009 by the Committee on
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) to establish a mechanism of taking
Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) with Nepal's indigenous peoples and ensuring
indigenous peoples' direct representation in the elected Constituent Assembly (CA). The
Government of Nepal has not implemented recommendations by the Committee on Elimination
of Discrimination against Women relating to indigenous women. Also, the Government of Nepal
did not comply with the directive order and mandamus issued by the Supreme Court of Nepal to
amend CA election laws and regulations and CA regulation, and ensuring representation of
indigenous women and men, left out by the first-past-the-post and proportional election systems.
It goes against articles 18, 19 and arlicle 3 of the Outcome Document of the World Conference
on Indigenous Peoples. As a result, a new cycle of violent conflict is at the door step. If it should
occur, it is for sure that indigenous women would suffer the most.

l) The Government of Nepal should stop using excessive force against indigenous women
and men;

2) Both the UN system and the Government of Nepal to adequately strengthen the Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to monitor ongoing conflict due to
the promulgation of a highly regressive new constitution and for effective
implementation of UNDRIP and the outcome Document at the State level.
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In the absence of any credible international investigation on the gross human rights
violation in August 2015, we strongly urge the UN to send a fact-finding mission to study
the violation from systematic and targeted attack on Tharu Indigenous women and men in
the Kailali district in Nepal.

Until the State agrees to make meaningful changes to the constitution, we strongly urge
the United Nations not to support its proposed local elections as it would violate the
rights of indigenous peoples (36.6 percent of the total population of Nepal) and would
most likely escalate violence and threaten peace and security.

Thank you Mr. Chair
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