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Discussion:
 
Climate change immediately threatens the survival of Indigenous Communities living on low 
lying islands around the globe. High tide surges, storm swells, and the pace of sea level rise are 
devastated crops, homes, infrastructure, and traditional ways of life.  Abandonment of island 
homelands is already taking place, and entire populations are seeking asylum in countries with 
higher ground. The high tide surges which inundated low lying islands throughout the Pacific 
Basin in December of 2008 demonstrate that these communities must now be considered as 
people in a constant state of emergency.  The development community must take urgent and 
drastic action to increase the resilience of low lying island communities to address climate 
change issues.
 
Recommendations: 
 
The UNPFII should recommend immediate action to safeguard people living in low lying island 
communities.
We urgently recommend the creation of a rapid mechanism to implement large scale shore 
protection projects.  Proven technologies that increase resilience to rising sea levels, high tide 
surges, and storm swells should be fast tracked for implementation. Land based infrastructure, 
including storm shelters, new food production systems that are impervious to salt water 
intrusion, and water delivery systems must also be installed. Indigenous Peoples Groups, 
Community Based Organizations, and NGO’s must be directly applicable for these programs.  



Our second recommendation is to establish an expert team to identify and interface new 
sustainable technologies in a series of real blueprints for self sufficient EcoCities and 
EcoVillages designed to accommodate low lying island populations in the post sea level rise 
environment of the future.  The team should consist of leading scientists, technology developers, 
architects, engineer, artists, and indigenous people to help guide the design process, to provide a 
collection of ready make plans for implementation. 
The existence of low lying islands communities depends on immediate and decisive shore 
protection, food and water security projects, and transitional strategies to cope with the effects of 
climate change. Rapid screening and expedited funding for scalable technologies is critical for 
effective adaptation.  Without fast and decisive action, millions of people will be forced to leave 
their homelands.
 
The UNPFII should put in place a process for humane repatriation of displaced peoples from the 
low lying islands.  As indigenous people face the inundation by climate change of their sacred 
homes, a mechanism to find suitable islands to inhabit that as closely match cultural, sustainable 
and geographic needs must be found.  The displaced people must have the priority say in finding 
suitable alternative homelands and be afforded sovereign control equivalent to what they have 
lost.

The islands in need of the most urgent attention are the Marshall Islands, Kiribati (approximately 
80,000 people), and Tuvalu (approximately 15,000 people). Maldives in the Indian Ocean 
(approximately 300,000 people), and all the inhabitants of low lying atolls belonging to island 
nations that also have high islands (Federated States of Micronesia, Palau, Samoa, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Tokelau, Cook Islands, Fiji, Tonga, French Polynesia, New 
Caledonia, Seychelles, Mauritius, India, Indonesia, Philippines, Malaysia, Viet Nam, China, and 
many low lying Caribbean islands in particular the Bahamas and the Turks and Caicos Islands.


