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 Dear Madam Chair, Madam Special Rapporteur, Brothers and Sisters, 

Saigjyly Kardashlar! 

 

On behalf of the indigenous Crimean Tatar People, I would like to express gratitude to 

the Member States that supported the resolution, “Situation of human rights in the 

Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol”, adopted by the UN General 

Assembly in December 2017. 

In 2014, in violation of international law, Russia occupied Crimea. Repressions began 

against indigenous Crimean Tatar People.  

Searches, detentions, interrogations, and arrests became everyday occurrences. In 2017 

there were 286 detentions, 340 interrogations, 62 searches and 46 arrests recorded. In 2017 

the occupation courts of Crimea unlawfully fined 104 people, 99 of whom were Crimean 

Tatars. The total fines amount to approximately $100,000. More than 68 political prisoners 

are held in FSB jails. 16 people went missing.  

 Today we observe a targeted policy to eliminate the foundations of Crimean Tatar 

identity.  

The “de facto” authorities set a course to destroy education conducted in the native 

language of the Crimean Tatar People. Before the occupation there were 16 schools and 384 

classes with Crimean Tatar language training. According to the data of the occupation 

government, today there are only 7 schools operating that have Crimean Tatar language 

training; so, 9 schools with indigenous language training have been shut down.  

The historiography of Crimea is being actively rewritten. Mining and construction, 

destructive for Crimea’s natural environment, are carried out without consultation with 

indigenous people.  
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The situation with the Han Saray Palace in Bakhchisaray is causing particular alarm; it 

is being destroyed and losing its authenticity under the pretext of renovation.  

The illegal draft of representatives of the indigenous Crimean Tatar People into the 

Russian army continues, in violation of Article 30 of the Declaration.  

In 2016 the Supreme Court of Russia banned the Majlis, representative body of the 

Crimean Tatars, having accused it of extremism. By doing so, it violated Articles 5, 18 and 

19 of the Declaration regarding the collective right of Crimean Tatars to govern their 

representative institutions. To this day Russia has not complied with the UN ICJ Interim 

Solution of April 19, 2017.  

We call on the international community to strengthen pressure on Russia to stop 

political persecutions. 

Ukraine extended an open invitation to the UN Special Rapporteurs on human rights, 

and in October 2017 Ukraine announced its readiness to receive the UN Special Rapporteur 

on the rights of indigenous peoples.  

As a representative of the Crimean Tatar People, I am asking the Special Rapporteur to 

visit Ukraine in the near future.  

We call on the international community and our indigenous brothers to demand that 

Russia:  

1. Comply with the UN ICJ Interim Solution, that is, that it cancel the decision of the 

Supreme Court of Russia to ban the Majlis and that it allow the Majlis to function as a lawful 

representative body of indigenous people on the territory of Crimea;  

2. Cancel all the political criminal cases in Crimea and free all the political prisoners from 

custody; and 

3. Investigate the forced disappearance of Ervin Ibragimov and ten other Crimean Tatars. 

The Crimean Tatar People need the support of the international community. 

Addressing the violations of human rights in occupied Crimea in a timely manner may 

protect people from torture and save their lives.  

Thank you for your attention!  


