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In naming my organization; Partnership for Indigenous Peoples Environment (PIPE), we 
decided to use the word ENVIRONMENT to symbolize the heart and soul of everything, 
every human and spiritual rights, cultural, economic, environmental, linguistic, political 
and social rights. I commend this Forum for affording The Environment, a prominence 
on its agenda. 

For me, the Environment is the fflmt single largejtissue at this Forum, because it is 
everything* I grew up in Ogoni, a region with fragile ecosystem, where my people once 
lived in a stete'ôf nature^ sharing everything in common with the inhabitants of the 
forests, including aojrnals such as lions and reptiles like pythons. Ogoni was then the 
thickest forest belt on the North-East Fringes of Niger Delta in present day Southern 
Nigéria, in my childhood, I learnt from my elders that we are custodians of the planet and 
my primary responsibility was to protect and conserve nature. Understandably so, 
because we solely depend on nature as farming and fishing are our primary means of 
subsistence. 

My mission here today Mr. Chairman is two fold. These are to call for: 

1. Environmental Accountability 
2. Dialogue for protecting our planet 

1. On the issue of Accountability, I implore this Permanent Forum to 
recommend that in the application of science and technology, there should be 
an inbuilt mechanism to protect the ecosystem. This should apply without 
discrimination to geography. Both producers and users of sophisticated 
technological equipment should be held accountable for any instrument of 
technology through which animal and plant life, land, air and human existence 
are endangered. Such emphasis could help maintain biological diversity and 
enhance ecological balance. 

I acknowledge that adverse atmospheric, thermal and geological changes are an 
inevitable environmental experience, but environmental blunder for economic and social 
profits can be avoided. 

2. Concerning Dialogue on Protecting our Planet, I propose that this 
Permanent Forum recommend to the UN System to institute a legal 
framework that would make Environmental Impact Assessment Studies 
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mandatory under international lawfor purposes of Economic and Social 
Development. To ensure that such legal instrument is strengthened, this Forum 
should also recommend to the UN System to provide that the failure to 
conduct Environmental Impact Assessment Studies (EIAS) is a violation of 
International Law. The legal framework should provide for compensation to 
indigenous peoples that may be affected by any such violation. 

it should be mandatory that the outcome such EIAS should be the subject for Tripartite 
Dialogue. In other words, there should be a dialogue between the representatives of 
indigenous peoples: owners of the lands, the government and the third party, or say, the 
investment corporation to review such studies to determine the cultural, economic, 
environmental, linguistic, political, social and spiritual impacts of any project to be 
implemented. 

Multinational corporations interested in drilling for crude oil and natural gas, and or, 
exploring and exploiting for diamonds, gold, uranium and other natural wealth and 
resources should be made to consider EIAS as their first law of investment. To do this 
Europe and North America, but not in countries like Nigeria, where deep motive for oil 
revenue ignores compliance with acceptable environmental standards, would be to 
encourage environmental discrirnination. 

This Forum should also consider recommending the rights of indigenous peoples in 
circumstances of violations, spelling out their responsibilities to help monitor compliance 
with acceptable international standards, or the enforcement of the relevant law, where 
practicable. 

Mr. Chairman, the environment is not only an issue made difficult by diverse vested 
interest. It is complex and complicated by the overwhelming challenges posed by what I 
will describe as the age of scientific push and technology- This age is not only a blessing, 
but also a curse. 

( therefore implore the UN System to make provisions for elected members of UNPFII to 
visit indigenous homelands to guide them in making recommendations on indigenous 
issues. My organization will be willing to support such effort. 

Mr. Chairman, every Ufe in this room is part of the environment, and every effort by all 
us in this room to protect the environment, is an effort to safe life. 

Once again, thank you Mr. Chairman for this opportunity. 

Goodluck Diigbo 
United Nations Head Quarters, 
New York, May 15,2003 
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