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14th Session of the UN Working Group on Indigenous Peoples 

Item 5 : Review of Development 

Madam Chairperson, 

The Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact is concerned about the continuing violation of human 
rights in Asia.as my fellow indigenous colleagues have elaborated in their statements. We 
are especially concerned about indigenous activist being targetted by the authorities. 

Madam Chairperson, 
I would like to bring your attention to the unlawful detention of Luingam Luithui, Secretary 
General of the Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact or AIPP in Kathmandu, Nepal in April this 
year. Mr. Luithui who has been active in promoting the rights of indigenous peoples in Asia 
has also been contributing to the work of this Working Group for several years. His 
detention by the Nepalese authorities was decided under pressure from the Indian 
goverment The arrest of Mr. Luithui who was in Kathmandu to convene the second General 
Assembly of the AIPP, constitute a direct violation of the rights of indigenous peoples. 
Because of the continued political persecution of Mr. Luithui, he and his wife have now 
become political refugees in another country. 

In Taiwan, the incarceration of Indigenous people for political reasons goes on unabated. 
Mr. Ijiang Baruhr of the Amis people, who is here among us today has just served eight and 
a half months of sentence in repulsive prison conditions. On the coming August 12, Mr. 
Yugan Nabu of the Atayal people may also be sentenced to go to jail. The list goes on as 
there is a list of about ten other indigenous people, who were sentenced and must face jail 
time in the near future. The reasons for their sentencing is all the same - they took to the 
streets to support very legitimate claims by all of Taiwan's aborigines, like the right to use 
their own indigenous names. 

The kidnapping of Ms. Kalpana Chakma of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Womens' Federation 
in Bangladesh by the army in June 1996 is yet another example of persecution of 
indigenous peoples in Asia. Ms. Kalpana remains missing and is now believed to have died 
in army custody. 

There are numerous other examples of rape, toture, kidnapping, political assassination and 
detention of indigenous peoples who have been legitimately fighting for peace, unity and 
the promotion of human rights. 

Madam Chairperson, 
We the Indigenous Peoples of Asia plea the United Nations to urgently demonstrate its 
complete commitment to the cause of human rights by immediately intervening first  with its 
own member state and second with all other international bodies that can pressure non-
member states like Taiwan, in order to help us in bringing an end to political persecution of 
indigenous activitists, and indigenous women and other civilians targetted by military, police 
or other authorities. 

Thank you. 


