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Madame Chairperson and Distinguished Members of the Working 
Group, 
Thank you again for giving me the floor. I would like to take 
this chance to supplement the proposal I presented during my 
intervention under Item 3. 
There has been a lot'of discussions, meetings, conferences, held 
by both indigenous peoples and non-indigenous, on the Human 
Genome Diversity Project. For us, the HGDP is a violation of the 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples. 
These meetings have condemned the whole project and key demands 
are ; 
1. immediate moratorium on collections and/or patenting of 

genetic materials from indigenous peoples and their communities 
by scientific projects, health organizations, governments, 
independent agencies or individual researchers 
2. that the HGDP cease attempts to seduce or coerce indigenous 

peoples' participation through promises of benefits and financial 
gain. 
3. all religious communities, NGOs, funding agencies, 

universities, individuals, and institutions refuse to 
participate, fund, or provide other assistance to the HGDP and 
any related programs. 
4. urge that the international community and the UN participate 

with indigenous peoples in developing international policies and 
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conventions which protect all life forms from genetic 
manipulation and destruction. 
Madame Chair, all these demands have gained worldwide support but 
the situation still remains, collections of genetic materials are 
taking place. Even without these new collections, the scientists 
and biotechnology corporations already have in their hands 
substantial amounts of DNA materials from indigenous peoples 
which were collected through various legal and illegal means. 
The patenting of genetic materials have already started as 
evidenced by the U.S. Patent No. 5,397,696 over the cell-lines of 
an Hagahai indigenous person from Papua New Guinea. The Hagahais 
who are only 260 people, now have their DNA legally owned by the 
Government of the United States of America. 
Moreover, we still don't have a clear picture of the current 
status of the whole project. From what we heard, this project has 
already been officially adopted by the Human Genome Organization 
(HUGO) as of January 1994. HUGO is the international organization 
of scientists, most of which are geneticists, molecular 
biologists, and genetic engineers. 
We are also told that the UNESCO and the WHO have already started 
the process of discussing the ethical questions related to this 
project. Some indigenous peoples' organizations have proceeded to 
file legal cases against the collection and patenting of their 
genes. 
Madame Chair, we think it is about time that the efforts being 
done on this issue be_ coordinated and rationalized so that the 
demands of indigenous peoples can be achieved. The Study you have 
done on the "Protection of the Heritage of Indigenous People" 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1995/26) in paragraph 37 says; 
"Researchers should agree to an immediate moratorium on the 
Human Genome Diversity Project. Further research on the 
specific genotypes of indigenous peoples should be suspended 
unless and until broadly and publicly supported by indigenous 
peoples to the satisfaction of United Nations Human Rights 
bodies." 

In this light we would like to propose that you should continue 
the study but this time a special focus will be on the Human 
Genome Diversity Project. The objectives of the study can be the 
following; 

1. To obtain all the necessary information on the project, 
including the past and current activities, the amount and sources 
of funding, the institutions implementing the project, and those 
which are collaborating with the project whether on the local, 
national or international levels. 

2. To consolidate and summarize all the views and proposals and 



actions, of indigenous peoples' organizations, communities, and 
conferences, regarding the project and officially forward these 
to the relevant bodies. 

3. To coordinate with the other UN bodies, like the UNESCO, 
WHO,etc. which are looking into this issue and to put together 
all the recommendations of these bodies. 

4. Finally, to identify and develop all the possible legal 
options which indigenous peoples' can take to protect their 
rights to their human genetic resources. 
Madame Chair, we believe that it is our responsibility to be 
decisive in our moves to stop the appropriation and 
commodification of indigenous peoples' human genetic resources. 
We look forward to working together with you and the Working 
Group on advancing the gains we have achieved in our campaigns 
against this project. 
Thank you very much. 


