
1996/7/30. 

I want to extend traditional greetings to ail the participants here in the Working Group 
in one of  the languages of  Okinawa islands. 

"Watsuta Shima nu Icharibachode nu Hidatenu Agan di Kutubanuaibiin" 

"Nice to meet you. When people meet each other, they will become friends 
immediately." 

I am from  Okinawa. Okinawa consists of  160 islands in the East China Sea surrounded 
by the Japanese Islands, Taiwan, and China, and the Okinawan people number about 
1.3 million today. 
In 1609, Satsuma Clan, one of  the powerful  feudal  clans in the Edo period, invaded 
independent Ryukyu Kingdom, which led to the cession of  the northern territory of  the 
Kingdom including the Amami Islands in 1624 In 1872, after  the Meiji Restoration, 
the Japanese govemement annexed Ryukyu under its military pressure and started to 
rule Okinawa as its colony. Ever since, Okinawa has been subordinated to Japan. 
The Japanese government has forcefully  imposed assimilation policy, prohibiting, for 
example, the Okinawan languages in school in an attempt to efface  Okinawa's "savage 
and primitive" languages, culture and customs. 
In 1880. the Japanese government proposed to cede to China part of  colonial Okinawa 
to obtain trading privileges in China. This is one example of  the consistent abuse of 
Okinawa as a "tool" of  Japanese policy. 
Moreover, the Okinawans were institutionally excluded from  the decision-making 
process through the "indirect rule" by the Japanese administrators. 
In March 1945, Okinawa became the final  battle ground between the Japanese and the 
U.S. Army, and many civilians, including children who were forcefully  conscripted by 
the Japanese .Army became the victims. The number of  victims reached 100 thousand, 
about one-fifth  of  the population of  Okinawa then. Since the number of  the civilian 
victims of  the war in entire Japan including those of  the atomic bombs was about 500 
thousand, the comparison of  these figures  symbolized an infringement  upon 
Okinawans' human rights. Many Okinawans were also killed by the Japanese .Army 
under suspicion of  being spies because they spoke the Okinawan languages. Others 
were forced  to commit suicide as a group because they were thought to become 
burdens to the Japanese Army. 
Under the occupation policy of  the Supreme Command for  Allied Powers (SCAP), 
Okinawa was a separate administrative unit from  1946. With the San Francisco Peace 
Treaty in 1952, the Japanese government officially  transferred  its administrative power 
to the United States "until it is placed under a UN trusteeship". However, no effort 
was made by the Japanese or the U.S. government to confirm  the will of  the Okinawan 
people. 
On Okinawa whose area is only 0.6 % of  Japan, the U.S. government forcibly 
constructed military bases which were three times as wide as those on the Japanese 
mainland. In 1972, the colonial administration of  Okinawa was re-transfened  from  the 
United States to Japan. Though the Okinawan people wanted the removal of  the U.S. 
bases, most of  them were retained on Okinawa. When the administration of  Okinawa 
was re-transferred,  the strong wishes of  the Okinawans to remove all the U.S. bases 
were ignored. 
11 % of  all Okinawan land, and 20 % of  Okinawa Island in particular is occupied by 
U S military bases. 



The construction off  IJJS.̂ bases has seriously damaged Okinawan historical sites and 
cultural heritages. 
The construction and management of/U.S\  bases have brought about such serious 
damages as fieldfires  and bomb accidents caused by live ammunition practices, 
accidents of  plane crashes, traffic  accidents involving army vehicles, destruction of  the 
natural environment, infringements  upon the health of  the Okinawans who live near 
U.S.i bases. 
Under the direct u A rule, the Okinawans did not have the right to fair  trial. From 
1972 to 1995, about 4,700 crimes have been officially  reported. While the Okinawans' 
right of  self-determination  is not recognized, the Japanese government has interpreted 
the Agreement on the Status of  U.S. Armed Forces in Japan in favor  of  the U.S. 
Army, as a result, the human rights of  the Okinawans have not been fully  protected. 
The case involving the kidnap and rape of  a little girl by soldiers in September 1995 
symbolizes the situation as a dreadful  crime against a person in the weakest position -
an indigenous female  child. 
From the viewpoint that the Ryukyu Annexation Treaty is invalid, and consequently 
the sovereignty of  the Okinawans has been maintained. In relation to the removal of 
U.S. bases as a human rights issue of  the Okinawans, an agreement on the removal of 
Naha Navy facilities  was singned by the Japanese and the U.S. goverments in 1974, 
but it has not been realized yet. It symbolizes the fact  that two governments have not 
seriously endeavoured to fully  enjoy the human rights of  the Okinawans and to 
eliminate the discrimination against them. In such a situation, it is natural and proper 
that the Okinawans should exercise their right of  self-determination  to eliminate 
discrimination and protect and promote their human rigths as an equal member of 
international society, according to Article 1 of  the two International Covenants on 
human rights, the Declaration on Principles of  International Law concerning Friendly 
Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of  the 
United Nations, and Part I, paragraph 2 of  the Vienna Declaration on Human Rights. 
According to Principle 22 of  the Rio Declaration, Chapter 26 of  the Agenda 21, and 
Part I, paragraph 20 of  the Vienna Declaration which prescribe the right of  indigenous 
peoples to participate in negotiations, the Okinawans should be represented in the 
negotiation over the removal of  the military bases as one of  the parties concerned on 
an equal footing  with the Japanese and the U.S. governments. 
U.N. should hold a workshop on indigenous people and military bases and trainings 
as an event of  International Decade. 

I send my greetings and wish to thank everybody here. Nihe Debir. 


