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Madame Chairperson, Indigenous Participants, Ladies & Gentlemen 

The GRIQUA NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOUTH AFRUCA, under the Paramount Chieftaincy  of  His 
Excellency, Andrew Abraham Stockenstrom le Fleur II, is the legitimate representative body of  the GRIQUA 
First Nation of  South Africa  which is currently, together with all the GRIQUA communities throughout South 
Africa  and their respective leaders, in crucial negotiations with the Government of  the Republic of  South Africa 
for  indigenous and First Nation status in accordance with universal and international legal and human rights 
practice. 

It is already common knowledge in South Africa  that the GRJQUA NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOUTH 
AFRICA has been instrumental in challenging the South African  nation-state Government in terms of  human 
rights to comply with international standards and indigenous peoples' rights concerning the Khoisan First 
Nations who still find  themselves as colonial victims confined  within the artificial  and colonially-induced 
borders of  the nation-state of  South Africa. 

Following our initial participation at the 13th Session of  the Working Group last year, we wish to report on 
major developments pertaining to our quest for  human rights protection as indigenous people. 

GRIQUA calls to the South African  Government at the United Nations necessitated President Nelson 
Mandela's personal visit to Griquatown and the symbolic laying of  a wreath on ancestral and traditional lands 
of  the GRIQUA on 24 September 1995. On this occasion President Mandela gave the personal assurance that 
the GRIQUA were entitled to equal treatment in terms of  traditional leadership as provided for  in the interim 
constitution. 

On 10 October 1995 the indigenous KHOISAN leaders were invited by President Mandela to his official 
residence in Cape Town, Genadendal, where the President requested the KHOISAN leaders to consolidate their 
constitutional aspirations in terms of  a Memorandum. On 21 October 1995 leaders of  all the GRIQUA 
communities met at Beaufort  West to comply with the presidential request. Further negotiations followed 
thereafter  with a meeting between the Minister of  Land Affairs,  Derick Hanekom and the same combined 
GRIQUA leadership. 

On 6 December 1995 the GRIQUA NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOUTH AFRICA, in a protest note to the 
French Government called for  the return of  the remains of  the so-called Hottentot Venus, the late Miss Saartje 
Baartman, whose skeleton and pickled brain and genitals remain stored and bottled in a backroom at the Musee 
de l'Homme in Paris. Notwithstanding subsequent undertakings by the South African  Government to bring 
home these remains, the French Government has Pontius-Pilatised the whole issue claiming autonomy resides 
exclusively with the French scientific  community, which autonomy is denied by the Museum in question. 

On 14 December 1995, a combined GRIQUA delegation handed over a MEMORANDUM to President 
Mandela setting out comprehensively GRIQUA aspirations, constitutional and otherwise. 

The Memorandum sets out the basis of  GRIQUA self-determination.  This involves : 

• * recognition of  aboriginality 
• * representation at all levels of  government 
• * traditional leadership-status 
• * the restitution of  flagrantly  violated treaties 
• * the return of  all GRIQUA land usurped by colonial powers but now inherited illegally by the nation-state 

of  South Africa  and 
• * compensation for  untold suffering,  genocide and ethnocide inflicted  on the GRIQUA and their KHOISAN 

ancestors as culturally, linguistically, socially, economically and politically deprived, disempowered and 
almost decimated aboriginal, autochthonous and indigenous people of  southern Africa. 

On 16 December the GRIQUA NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOUTH AFRICA hosted a youth conference 
in Bloemfontein,  a city named after  a famous  GRIQUA leader, Jan Bloem. 



On 23 January 1996 the GRIQUA NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOUTH AFRICA demanded the return of 
the remains and reburial of  the GRIQUA chief  Cornelis Kok II whose remains are currently boxed and shelved 
for  more than 30 years at the Medical School of  the University of  Witwatersrand. 

On 5 March 1996 a copy of  the Memorandum was submitted to the Constitutional Assembly and to President 
Mandela with the admonition that without any participation, consultation and endorsement by the First 
Nations, the so-called Final Constitution can never have any legitimacy. The GRIQUA have NEVER been 
consulted in any of  the negotiations that have brought about the so-called New South Africa  despite numerous 
representations by the GRIQUA. 

On 23 March the EAST GRIQUALAND PIONEERS COUNCIL merged with the GRIQUA NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF SOUTH AFRICA for  purposes of  consolidating GRIQUA unity. An historic reunion of  the 
two major GRIQUA communities took place after  more than 100 years. 

On 14 April 1996 the GRIQUA CONFERENCE OF SOUTH AFRICA participated together with other 
southern African  KHOISAN indigenous groups from  Botswana and Namibia at an historic, albeit tokenist, 
indigenous symposium - a first  in the dismal history of  that region. 

On 19 June 1996 the GRIQUA NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOUTH AFRICA called on President 
Mandela to condemn Namibian President Sam Nujoma and his government for  the illegal appropriation of  the 
KHOISAN-descended Rehoboth Baster lands and the continuous violation of  the indigenous and human rights 
of  the Rehoboth Baster People. 

Notwithstanding the above developments, and especially the submission of  the Memorandum to President 
Mandela as long ago as 14 December 1995, the GRIQUA are outraged that the South African  nation-state 
Government has failed  thus far  to accommodate satisfactorily  the GRIQUA and their indigenous KHOISAN 
sisters and brothers within the self-proclaimed  Human Rights-committed and self-styled  New South Africa. 

The GRIQUA have always been an inclusive people and a veritable Rainbow Nation. We regret to inform 
the Working Group that since our participation last year, the South African  Government has failed  to 
implement anything that might be construed to even attempt to address the deplorable and continuous 
marginalisation of  the aboriginal people in the very land of  their birth. We are still awaiting a reply from 
President Mandela. Our calls for  endorsement of,  and participation in, the International Decade have fallen  on 
deaf  ears. The deafening  silence of  the South African  official  delegation at both the 13th Session and this 
Session confirm  our justified  scepticism that our human rights will continue to be violated. 

We again appeal to the United Nations and to President Mandela for  urgent action to be taken so that we can 
take up our rightful  place within the Rainbow Nation of  the New South Africa.  Only then can the final 
dismantling of  official  apartheid actually be realised. 


