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UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
2 n d Session 

12-23 May 2003, New York 

Agenda Item: Human Rights 

Honored members of the Permanent Forum, 

My distinguished brothers and sisters of the various nations present here in this remarkable event, 

My name is Jeremy Atkinson, and I greet you on behalf of the Movimiento Indígena de 
GuayanaM.I.G. and its seventeen Member nations living in thelandofmeWaíahá-Káh: We ' ' 
gre^fftry'mankthe various'bodies concérHed with indigenous issues and all their èf íbr^^make 
it possible for us to meet here today. We hope that this period of sessions not only be a Uuifanark 
for the history of our future generations, but shall also serve as a stepping stone which may lead 
us to perpetual freedom that our ancestors once enjoyed. 

It is our custom to be straightforward with each other, and in this regard I must state mat 
it is no secret that indigenous home lands are great deposits for natural resources which represents 
wealth and progress for the governments and heads of states. But for the free enhancement of 
these resources, indigenous peoples represent a stumbling block in their way, and to get rid of this 
obstacle, the governments and heads of states sought out to use craftily designed strategies to 
integrate our culture into the mainstream of the dominant society by all means. They use political 
participation of indigenous leaders in governmental structures as an excuse, so they can handle 
and manipulate us as they desire through political overtures, while our leaders become liabilities 
to the governments, and thus, lead us into what we would call an onslaught of cultural integration 
which has taken the place of yesterdays conquistadors and has taken a sever toil upon our 
population in recent years, and which we consider as cultural genocide, a violation of human 
rights. 

We have heard of a Universal Declaration of Human Rights, an international Decade for 
the World's Indigenous Peoples, a Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues and a draft 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. We have also heard of indigenous rights to self-
determination, to self governance, to autonomy, equality, etc... and ye*Hve hear of great monetary 
profits gained from the resources extracted from our homelands and still continue to see ourselves 
in a poverty that has no place in the history of our ancestors, illiteracy to the highest extent in this 
modern era, vicious habits of the creóle culture adopted by our youths. 

I shall remind my Amerindian brothers and sisters that our culture is based on freedom, 
respect, solidarity, harmony and spirituality. Still vibrant is our medicinal science which can 



provide the answer to some very malignant diseases thai plague the world today. Our ancestors 
have designed highly sophisticated political, economic and social systems which provided them 
abundantly and with social stability. 

The time has come to focus our lull attention in awakening these aspects of our wise 
culture which has been lain dormant for over five hundred years, and which is the key to our 
freedom. We are the ones under the chains of oppression and none but our selves can break this 
chain. 

Despite all the works of the Permanent Forum along with lhe United Nations system and 
their efforts, we have never heard of any indigenous human right to reclaim our ancestral lands 
where we can be as free as to practice our own political, social and economic systems and 
develop a true democratic state governed by ourselves in accordance with our culture. 

My brothers and sisters, no gu\ eminent is prepared to give us back the lands that were 
given to our ancestors, and that is rightfully ours, neither are they prepared to even let us govern 
our own people, so we can develop oui systems in order to live side by side and in equal 
coexistence with our brothers and sisters of the dominant society. We can't continue to live by 
political overtures while our culture is slaughtered. 

We need to awaken every aspect of our culture, develop what needs to be developed, 
blend what needs to be blended and discard what needs to be discarded, so we can claim our God-
given human rights to develop our ancestral cultural form of government, and reclaim what is 
humanly rightfully ours. 

I therefore recommend that the Permanent Forum members make a genuine effort to pay 
attention to the effectiveness of our political, economic and social structures, and to incorporate 
the principles of these systems into every aspect of their work. 

I would also recommend that every effort be made in the coordinating efforts of the 
Permanent Forum to encourage governments to legally recognize and peacefully restore all 
indigenous lands, including the land of Waiana-Kah to the Amerindian Nation. 

In the presence of Wachi-Naelii, the Movimiento Indígena de Guayana extend our hands 
in full support, full respect and mutual cooperation in the spirit of cultural awakening for the 
purpose of reclaiming our God-given homeland of Wa ¡ana-Kan to develop a free Amerindian 
Nation of our own, which is in our place u> do in order to live with human dignity, human justice 
and human rights. Thank you. 

Calle Bolívar с/с I iberlad, íkiif. Bello, Planta Baja, Ciudad Bolívar 
lisiado Bolívar - Venezuela 

Telefono ++58 (0) 285-63 1-50-17 
Email: niovindmíí;;hoima¡l.com or ¡ndiangiiiciej¡,ií¡!iotina¡l.com 


