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Madam Chairperson, I wish to thank you for the 
opportunity to make a brief statement on the activities 
underway in Canada in association with the International 
Decade of the World's Indigenous People. 

Canada continues to be an active supporter of 
indigenous issues in the United Nations and other 
international fora. Within the United Nations system, Canada 
is pleased to participate in various activities related to the 
Decade, such as the work of the Working Group on the Draft 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, being a donor 
and observer for the Decade Voluntary Fund, and recently as a 
participant in the Decade commemoration organized by the 
Centre for Human Rights for Habitat II in Istanbul. 

In the same spirit, Canada is pleased to have 
contributed to the consideration of indigenous health issues 
at the Working Group this year. We think there is scope to 
continue the discussions initiated this year and to formulate 
proposals for action, which could be reviewed at future 
Working Group sessions. We also look forward to consideration 
of other Decade themes in the coming years. 

Madam Chairperson, Canada was pleased to have 
advanced the United Nations' endeavours for the Decade by 
hosting the March 1996 United Nations Experts Seminar on 
Practical Experiences Regarding Indigenous Land Rights and 
Claims, which was held in Whitehorse, Yukon. There have been 
very positive reactions to the session, which have been 
reflected in the report on the Seminar which is being 
presented to this Working Group. The seminar has raised some 
very important questions which could be pursued further. 

In terms of domestic activities, Canada recognizes 
the complementarity of the core Decade objectives and the 
government's on-going commitment to partnership between the 
Government of Canada and Aboriginal people. The Review of 
Developments, presented earlier, outlined some of the 
activities being implemented in Canada by governments and 
Aboriginal communities, which build on the themes of the 
Decade. 

In January 1996, national Aboriginal leaders were 
invited to discuss the objectives and possible future 
activities for the Decade with the Minister of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development, the Honourable Ronald A. Irwin. One 
of the Decade themes which generated a common interest among 
Aboriginal groups at that meeting, and elsewhere, is 
international trade and development. The prospects for 
economic development and partnerships which will evolve from 
this theme are very exciting. 
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Madam Chairperson, the Decade has been a catalyst 
for increasing awareness of Aboriginal issues. In Canada, an 
important Decade project for promoting awareness of Aboriginal 
accomplishments is the National Aboriginal Achievement Awards. 
This positive, nationally televised, awards ceremony, which 
began in the International Year of the World's Indigenous 
People, pays tribute to selected Aboriginal people from all 
walks of life who have made a significant contribution to the 
social, economic and political life of Canada. 

As awareness increases, community Decade initiatives 
will emerge, such as that of Old Massett Village on the Queen 
Charlotte Islands, in British Columbia. This project, a 
Heritage Resources System, includes a wilderness park and 
trail system which is integrated with cultural and adventure 
travel, and ecotourism activities. The community has decided 
to make this development their Decade project. We look forward 
to reporting in the future on further examples of community 
action on the Decade. 

In closing, Madam Chairperson, the Government of 
Canada will continue to seek out partnerships with Aboriginal 
people and will draw upon the Decade to promote awareness and 
initiative, at home and internationally. To this end, Canada 
has proclaimed June 21 of each year, National Aboriginal Day. 
June 21, the summer solstice, was chosen for the celebration 
because of its significance for many Aboriginal groups. We 
are also planning an observation of the International Day of 
the World's Indigenous People, on August 9 t h on the theme of 
accomplishments of Canadian Aboriginal businesses, 
organizations and communities in international trade, 
development and cooperation. 

Thank you Madam Chairperson. 


