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1. Thank you, Mr Chairman. This collective intervention is presented on 

behalf of the Pacific Caucus, including twelve organizations and several 

individuals from the Pacific Basin, representing the Maohi peoples of Rapa 

Nui (Chile), the Maori peoples of Aotearoa (New Zealand), the Kanaka 

Maoli peoples of Hawai'i (USA), the numerous indigenous tribes of West 

Papua (Indonesia), and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 

(Australia). 

2. We are pleased to note the outcomes achieved fojlowing the first 

session of the Permanent Forum recorded in document E/C. 19/2003/3. 



3. In particular we express our satisfaction with the information provided 

by the Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations 

Environmental Programme at the first session of the Forum. 

4. However, we note that although both agencies have provided 

information, they have yet to provide a more detailed comprehensive review 

including financial and budgetary aspects. We look forward to receiving 

such information via this Forum in due course. 

5. We would also like to acknowledge the attendance of the Permanent 

Forum member. Mr Parshuram Tamang and the Secretariat at the follow up 

workshop to the World Summit on Sustainable Development. We hope that 

this is the beginning of further invitations for members of the Permanent 

Forum to attend United Nation meetings on environmental issues. 

6. We also gratefully note that during this current session the Food and 

Agriculture Organisation, the IF AD and the UNEP have also reported on 

their work that impacts upon Indigenous Peoples and we are grateful both 

for their report and their attendance. However, we are concerned that no 

other international environmental organizations or States except Indonesia 

have addressed this Forum on this very important and urgent agenda item. 

7. On the basis of the work that has been undertaken so far, we the 

Pacific caucus make the following five recommendations directed towards 

international agencies: 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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8. One, that the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

attend the Permanent Forum and report of the workings on the ad hoc open 

ended working group on article 8(j). That this presentation, in the spirit of 

partnership is presented not only by the Secretariat of the CBD but also by 

an indigenous representative who has been involved in the working group; 

9. (a) Two, that the following bodies have yet to report to the 

Permanent Forum on environmental issues and request as a matter of 

urgency that they do so at the next session - UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, the UN Forum on Forests, UNDP, OHCHR, WHO, the 

World Bank, WJPOy UNESCO, WTO, UNCTAD, UNICEF, the Global 

Environment Facility* and the UN Convention to Combat desertification in 

Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification 

(paragraph 28 of the first session report); 

(b) Three, that the reporting of these agencies address the issues 

raised in the first report of the First Session of the Permanent Forum in 

particular paragraphs 28 (a) and (b). Such reviews must address mandates, 

policies and programmes including financial and budgetary aspects of the 

various specialized agencies, to identify good and bad practices, coherent 

and divergent policies and programmes, gaps, problems, and obstacles; 

10. Four, that a technical workshop that involves members of the 

Permanent Forum, Indigenous Peoples and States is held to canvass a 

number of environmental issues including models for environmental and 

sustainable development, biological diversity, traditional knowledge and 

Indigenous Peoples Rights. In order for this workshop to occur, 
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internationáforganizations must prioritise their resources and assist in 

practical ways to make the workshop a reality (paragraph 29 of first session 

report); 

11. Five, that the PF renew its request from the first Session that the 

ECOSOC create a three-year working group on free prior informed consent 

and participatory research guidelines with funding from the regular budget. 

I will not expand any further on this particular recommendation as it was the 

subject of the Pacific Caucus intervention on agenda item 4 (a) social and 

economic development. 

12. We the Pacific caucus also make two specific recommendations 

directed at States: 

13. One, that The Permanent Forum through ECOSOC insist that the 

Australian Government and the South Australian State Government obtain 

the approval of the Pitjantjara people prior to making a decision as to where 

the nuclear waste should be dumped; 

14. Two that the Permanent Forum through ECOSOC request the Chilean 

government to create a working group with the community of Rapa Nui to 

address the issue of waste management and sewerage treatment. 

PACIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 

15. We request the inclusion of our recommendations to address specific 

situations in our region which are as follows: 
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(a) ^The New Zealand government's failure to continue with the 

moratorium against genetic modification engineering until Maori concerns 

and needs are fully addressed; 

(b) The Pacific Island Nations ongoing struggle to stop the 

dumping of nuclear waste in the Pacific without any concrete mechanisms of 

recourse for indigenous communities; 

(c) During the 1950's the British and Australian governments 

detonated seven atomic bombs. The atomic tests on Pitjantjara land without 

the knowledge or approval of the traditional owners. Now, a sheep station 

east of Woomefa will be named as the preferred site for a radioactive waste 

dump. This decision was also made without the consent of the traditional 

owners in the full knowledge that to date Aboriginal peoples have firmly 

rejected the dumping of waste in their traditional lands. 

(d) For Rapa Nui (Easter Island), an isolated island in the far east 

of the Pacific, there is an urgent need for a waste management system in 

order to curb unregulated business practice coupled with the needed for a 

treated sewerage system. At present, raw sewerage is discharged into the 

ground. This is completely unacceptable. 

(e) Kanaka Maoli of Hawai'i express great concern for increased 

US militirization on their lands, especially since September 11 as the US 

takes steps to acquire 23,000 more acres of Hawaiian land for military 

training exercises without regard for cultural and sacred sites or the resulting 
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environmental toxicity. We call for a complete stop to the live fire bombing 

on all lands in Hawai'i. 

16. All of these activities show the complete disregard for indigenous 

peoples ongoing relationship with their land and resources and the 

importance that is placed on them by indigenous peoples. 

17. We the Pacific caucus urge the Permanent Forum to seriously 

consider our recommendations and include them in their final report. 

18. We would aJso request that the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum 

write/to'the Australian and Chilean governments to make them aware of the 

issues that were raised in our intervention and the proposal to ECOSOC. 

19. Thank you Mr Chair. 
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