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Mme Chair
Distinguished members of the Forum

To order to contribute in the achievement of  the MDG’s, especially 

MDG  5, UNFPA in the Latin American countries has been assisting the 

design and implementation of  public policies and programmes aimed 

at  improving women’s health, and reducing maternal deaths  among 

indigenous women. These programmes are being promoted in through 

a  culturally  sensitive  approach, which  takes  into  consideration 

indigenous values and beliefs, and are based on the UN Strategy for 

the  Reduction of  Maternal Mortality. This strategy  calls for  the 

provision of  quality emergency obstetric care, skilled attendance at 

birth, the access to informed and voluntary family planning services, as 

well as  the recognition of  the importance of  traditional midwives as 

“cultural brokers” between indigenous women and communities and 

the health systems.

In order to  achieve the above and their sustainability, UNFPA has 

been advocating with Governments, at  the national and local levels, 

for  the  assignment  of  adequate  budgets  for  reproductive health 

programmes, with emphasis on maternal health,  and is contributing 

to the empowerment and training of  indigenous women organizations 

so they may oversee their  effectiveness. 

Madame Chair,
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UNFPA in the LAC region will continue to  support the empowerment 

and participation of  indigenous women as well as the networking of  

their organizations at  the regional level. Also, it will continue to  raise 

its  voice on behalf of  the indigenous adolescents and youth,  which 

are frequently left  out of  public programmes. In order to  contribute 

to  breaking the cycle of  poverty  in which many of  the indigenous 

adolescents and youth live in, especially girls and young women,  it is 

necessary for  enhanced investment in youth through meaningful and 

culturally sensitive programmes of  education, health and livelihoods. 

These programmes will not only delay early marriages and pregnancies 

but  will also  provide opportunities for  the exercise of  their rights, 

especially the right to  live a life free of  poverty, violence and lack of  

hope. 

Thank You, 


