
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
Economic and Social Council 
Second session, 12-23 May 2003, New York 

Statement to the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

Agenda Item 4 b 

Environment 

Centre for Organisation Research & Education 
(CORE) 

Respected Brother Chairperson and Members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

Khurumjari! Respectful Greetings to All 

This being the first time I am addressing the forum, I take this opportunity to congratulate 

the Forum for its successful first session last year and the excellent recommendations 

contained in the report of the first session which have been adopted by ECOSOC. I also 

congratulate the successful establishment of an independent secretariat of this Forum, and 

warmly commend the very good work already accomplished by this secretariat. 

Water is the source of all life on this earth. This is conventional as well as traditional 

wisdom, and scientific knowledge. Yet every day, we are destroying this source on a scale 

and with such thoroughness that there may be no way, ever to recover from the impact. The 

expert members of the Permanent Forum are quite aware and informed of the global 

problems concerning the conservation and management of water. You are also aware of the 

increasingly critical and urgent concerns relating to water and its use in the so-called 

developing economies, where even drinking water is a severe problem for our peoples. I 

will re-iterate that this problem is not an inevitable or unavoidable one. For the most part is 

it is one created by human agency: governments and corporations hand in hand are doing 



their utmost to destroy our precious remaining water resources for their industries and 

ultimately thereby for their private profit. 

In our own region, the North East region of India, the Government of India is in process of 

planning and building over one hundred dams for the primary purpose of hydropower 

generation to feed Indian industry. Our region has been cynically described as the "power

house of the nation". The indigenous peoples of our lands face large scale displacement and 

its consequences on a scale we have never faced before, our resources of land and water will 

be destroyed for posterity. 

The recent signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding the Tipaimukh 

Hydroelectric (Multipurpose) Project between the Government of Manipur and a centrally 

set up power generation corporation, the North Eastern Electric Power Corporation Ltd. 

(NEEPCO) on 11 January 2003, following a State cabinet special session decision on 9 

January 2003, has re-ignited the long-standing widespread apprehension among the 

indigenous peoples of Manipur, of government's intentions towards the well being of our 

lands and peoples, especially those living in the areas to be directly affected by the proposed 

mega-dam project. 

The proposed 162.80 meters high dam, whose primary stated objectives are to prevent 

frequent occurrences of flood in the Cachar plain of Assam and hydropower generation, will 

result in permanent submergence and adverse impacts on more than 2000 sq kms of land 

surface in Manipur including many rivers and wetlands. The dam will be located in the 

ancestral territory of the indigenous Hmar people. The Zeliangrong Naga people just 

upstream of this dam will also be severely affected. The main sources of livelihood of the 
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people are agriculture and horticulture. But with the construction of the Tipaimukh high dam 

more than 67 villages will be deprived of their source of livelihood. The dam will mean 

virtually the total destruction of the world of the Hmar and Zeliangrong Naga people, it will 

have long term impacts on many other indigenous peoples who live side-by-side in Manipur 

and the region. 

Governments, corporations and intergovernmental organizations must, under international 

human rights standards require indigenous peoples free, prior and informed consent and 

consultation by cultural appropriate means in all decision making activities and all matters 

that may affect. These consultations must be carried out with deep mutual respect, meaning 

devoid of all fraud, manipulation and duress. Consultations must respect communities own 

systems and mechanisms. 

We should like to draw the Forum's attention to a disturbing trend in the financing of such 

controversial projects. With increasing international pressure, World Bank and other 

international financing agencies are applying more scrutiny to loans for such initiatives. 

This has resulted in governments such as the Government of India using alternative methods 

of funding such projects. These financial sources are often national or government owned 

public sector savings companies such as the Life Insurance Corporation of India or the Unit 

Trust of India which collect their money from small investors and utilise these savings to 

earn profits for the company by investing in such projects. These institutions being national 

in character do not find themselves bound by any restrictive norms applying to international 

institutions. Such practices not only are putting the life savings of poor people at risk but 

also being used to finance projects which those who have invested in these companies are 

often protesting. 
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We request the Permanent Forum to promote the Kimberley Declaration and the Indigenous 

Peoples Plan of Implementation on Sustainable Development, agreed upon during WSSD in 

September 2002 with the appropriate bodies of the United Nations including UNDP and 

UNEP in particular and to encourage the policies of these agencies to harmonize with these. 

We resolve sustain our ancestral and historical relationships with and assert our inherent and 

inalienable rights to our lands and waters and in order to effectively do so, to organise a 

technical workshop under the mandate of the permanent forum leading to the establishment 

of a Working Group of Indigenous Peoples on Water, to facilitate linkages between 

Indigenous Peoples and provide technical and legal assistance to Indigenous communities 

who need such support in their struggles for the right to land and water, supported by UNDP 

and UNEP 

We support the recommendations of the World Commission on Dams on Water and energy 

development, including the WCD report's core values, strategic priorities, the "rights and 

risks framework" and the use of multi criteria assessment tools for strategic options 

assessment and project selection. Its rights based development framework, including the 

recognition of the rights of Indigenous Peoples in water development is a major contribution 

to decision making framework for sustainable development. 

We call on the Permanent Forum to recommend to UNDP and UNEP, especially its Dams 

and Development Project, to ensure that all policies and programmes implemented with 

states comply with obligations and commitments to international standards and 

commitments to indigenous peoples, including but not limited to, such as the Covenant on 
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Civil and Political Rights, the Covenant on Economic, Cultural and Social Rights, 

International Covenant on Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, as well as their 

obligations to Conventions on the environment, such as the CBD, UNFCCC, and CCD. 

We support the recommendations of the Asian Indigenous Peoples' Caucus regarding our 

environment, and re-iterate the recommendations of the report of the first session of the 

Permanent Forum, in particular the recommendation concerning an elaboration of the 

principles of Free, Prior Informed Consent. 
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