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Dear ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues and dear friends, 

I would like to express my sincere apologies for not having been able to deliver a report from UNEP to 
the PFII. Therefore UNEP would like to cease the opportunity today to brief you on the main and most 
important activities as carried out and planned by UNEP on indigenous issues. 

I would like to thank Mr. Pavel Sulyanziga, member of the Forum for the remark he made on the opening 
day regarding lacking mechanisms, also within UNEP to address indigenous peoples issues. In fact UNEP 
has decided to appoint an indigenous issues focal point within its Major Groups and Stakeholders Branch 
of the División of Policy Development and Law. 
UNEP is also in the planning and developing process of a workshop to be held in late 2006 with the 
support of Norway to discuss a strategy of enhanced engagement with indigenous peoples within UNEP 
together with the PFII and indigenous peoples organizations. 

UNEP would also like to encourage indigenous peoples organizations and networks who do have an 
international focus to become accredited to UNEP. The accreditation to UNEP is an important 
opportunity to particípate more effectively in UNEP's work on a regular basis as well as towards the 
preparations of the sessions of the UNEP Governing Council.. To get peoples' voices heard they have to 
be present and particípate effectively alongside other major groups and civil society representatives. 
UNEP believes CSOs views are essential in international environmental policy forums. In this context, a 
renewed and strengthened cooperation between UNEP and civil society organizations at the governance 
level is thus needed. To address environmental concerns in an adequate manner, the participaron of civil 
society organizations is required, especially in the intergovernmental decision-making process, during 
which UNEP develops its operational policies and work programme. Accreditation will grant the 
organization a consultative status at UNEP, within the rules of procedure of the UNEP Governing 
Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum. 

In the process leading up to sessions of the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment 
Forum the accredited civil society organizations have the possibility: 

• To receive unedited working documents of the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial 
Environment Fdrum at the same time as the Committee of the Permanent Representatives 

• To submit to the UNEP Secretariat written contributio'ns to these unedited working documents of 
the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment 'Forum, for distribution to the 
Governments; 

During the session of the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, accredited 
civil society organizations have the opportunity: 

• To attend the plenary, the Committee of the Whole and the Ministerial Consultations discussions 
as observers; 

• To circuíate written statements to Governments through the UNEP secretariat; 
• To make oral statements during the discussions of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial 

Environment Forum at the invitation of the chairperson. 
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Although the final decisions are with the member states, the contributions of civil society and indigenous 
peoples are important. Please do get in touch with UNEP directly during the Forum or with the Major 
Groups and Stakeholders Branch of UNEP based in Nairobi for further information on the accreditation 
process. I am also pleased to say that we are in the process of securing some funding to enable some 
indigenous peoples representatives to particípate in the UNEP Governing Council at its 24 l h session to be 
he Id in Nairobi in February 2007. 

Due to time constraints, I am not able to expand fully UNEP's current and planned activities on 
indigenous issues, so I am giving you a brief summary. 

1. At the dawn of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 
(UNDESD), UNEP revamped its environmental education and training programme (EE&T) and 
launched the Education for Sustainable Development Innovations Programme for Universities in 
África' with its relevant partners like UNESCO. Which will also take traditional knowledge into 
account. 

2. The Disaster Management Branch in the División of Environmental Policy Implementation 
(DEPI) is currently implementing a capacity building project in Kenya, Tanzania, South África 
and Swaziland for the application and use of indigenous knowledge for nature conservation and 
natural disaster management. 

3. In response to the need for a more coherent and proactive health and environment proactive 
policy agenda, WHO and UNEP joined forces at the 2002 WSSD to launch the Health and 
Environment Linkages Initiative HELI. 

4. The Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) Partnership, a UNEP and UNESCO-led global 
initiative to secure the long-term future of populations great apes and their habitat and ensure that 
their interactions with humans are mutually positive and beneficial, was launched in May 2001. 
Indigenous peoples in the great apes range states in África and Southeast Asia are provided a 
voice and support through many of the GRASP Partnership's activities. 

5. GRJD-Arendal developed a Programme for Capacity Building and Participation of Indigenous 
Peoples in the Sustainable Development of the Arctic which is a joint project with Russian 
Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North (RAIPON) and the Saami Council. The objective 
is to develop the capacity of the regional and central organisations of the Indigenous Peoples of 
Arctic Russia in the fields of environmental knowledge, networking, information, and awareness-
raising. 

6. The project: Many Small JVoices - Building Strategies for Climate Change Awareness and 
Adaptation among Vulnerable Regions: The Arctic and Small Island Developing States facilitates 
co-operation between stakeholders in otherwise unconnected regions, and assists vulnerable 
regions in taking steps to deal with climate change effects on a local and regional level while at 
the same time attempting to influence global decision-making processes. 

Finally, Norway has been chosen last week by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to 
host the main celebrations of World Environment Day 2007. 2007 also marks the start of International 
Polar Year. The Polar Regions are nature's early warning systems where human-induced climate change, 
the thinning of the ozone layer up to the impacts of persistent chemical pollution continué to be registered 
first" and mostly felt. 
The polar regions are also seeing increased interest from tourism and the fisheries industry keen to exploit 
their vast and abundent fish stocks. These all present opportunities and threats to indigenous peoples 
living there and for the world as a whole which will be reflected in the WED themes next year. 

A more detailed paper on the mentioned projects is available after this session. 

Thank you for your attention. 
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