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Chairman, Panel, Brothers and Sisters, 

I welcome you to Turtle Island, land of my ancestors. 

Again 1 urge the forum to take action of the following situations I am about to address. The topic 
today is environment. 

The meaning of environment according to Franklin 

Dictionary is defined as: 
1 )Surroundings, associated matters that influence, modify a course of development, or 

atmosphere. 
2)Associated joint in companionships or partnerships, linked, united, yoked, to bring or come 
together into some manner of union. 

What kind of environments are our children and youth living in today? Again I say to you 
they live in inadequate housing with mold growing everywhere, with widespread lack of 
nourishment, poverty, and often times with parents who are addicted to drugs and alcohol, peer 
pressure. There is a lot of temptation for them, and so they succumb to the ways of non-
traditional life. How do we help our youth to handle these stresses? We as adults have a hard time 
handling daily stresses. 

We are losing our future generations by the thousands on Turtle Island. On Pine Ridge 
Reservation Tuesday May 13, 2003 8 youths in a van were speeding, and crashed the driver was 
19, and the passengers 13-15; all who were under the influence of alcohol. Two died and one is 
now in critical condition. Four AM that same day youths were playing Russian Roulette, one 
youth would spin the cylinder of the gun and point at another youth. This was done many times, 
until eventually one died. Their ages were 17 to 18. 

On the Pine Ridge Reservation there are 39,000 people one third are youth and children 
16 years of age down. There are no recreational centers or counseling facilities where the youth 
can come together to find a better way of life. The use of drugs, alcohol, the sniffing of gasoline, 
crime, and suicide will unfortunately continue without intervention. There are no monies to help 
our future leaders. 

Chairman Panel, Brothers and Sisters, 1 urge you to intervene immediately. The United 
States bombed Iraq, and now they are going to spend millions of dollars to rebuild it. During 
WWII when Japan was bombed they rebuilt, they also helped Germany and Italy, and over the 
years billions were spent. This Government seems to feel they should tell other Governments how 
they should run other Governments according to their own concepts. Where is the money for the 
Indigenous People of Turtle Island? 

I have heard that people who live in glass houses should not throw stones. Let me add 
that my concern is for all youth of the world, but here on Turtle Island land of the 
first people there is critical need for a solution now. Chairman, Panel, Brothers and Sisters, I urge 
you to lake a stand and find solutions to this epidemic of crime, drug addiction and alcoholism. If 
there is money to build up invaded countries why not start at home. Thank you. 


