
MOTION FOR THE INDIGENOUS PARLIAMENT OF BOLIVIA 

FOR THE PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

INTRODUCTION 
As a result of the developed world's increased emission of greenhouse gases, the indigenous 
peoples find themselves affected by the impacts of climate change, which causes droughts, 
floods, frosts, hailstorms, tropical storms, and desertification of our Motherland. The 
indigenous peoples have preserved the nature they find themselves in. Using simple and 
traditional methods, we have known to preserve our natural environment in perfect balance. 
Even so, the aforementioned impacts do great damage to our economy, and they increase 
poverty, and so the indigenous peoples suffer economic, social and cultural environmental 
consequences. 

The parliamentarians of Bolivia draw attention to these severe consequences of the impact on 
the environment, caused by the industrial employers, seeing how they show no interest in and 
for collective rights. 

BIOCULTURAL BIODIVERSITY AND THE MEANS OF LIFE 
The ancient and native peoples of Qollasuyo Marcas, who have respected bioculture and their 
means of life for thousands of years, and who have lived in balance with regard to life and 
culture, are committed as indigenous peoples to the life and the diversity of our bioculture, 
and to the self-determination of our land and territory. It is necessary to recover the respect of 
our diversity, for the preservation of our ecosystems, and the bioculture of our people, which 
has been maintained for thousands of years by our ancestors. 

Accordingly, we issue the following denunciations and demands: 

1. Predatorial capitalism has developed industries aimed at an egoistic accumulation of 
wealth in the world, thereby causing negative and catastrophic effects to the 
experience of Native Nations and Indigenous Peoples. 

2. Indigenous peoples should participate fully in the planning of development programs 
regarding environment and climate change. 

3. Industrial development has never taken the indigenous peoples in account in the 
planning, programming, monitoring and evaluation of industrial activities. 

4. We demand full participation in programs and projects regarding climate change, and 
expect that the participation of indigenous peoples is respected. 

5. The developed world must decrease their emissions of the six greenhouse gases, 
seeing how we are all affected by global warning, the United States of America being 
the country with the highest emission of such gases. 

6. Countries that do not sign the Kyoto-agreement are responsible for the death of the 
living beings of planet Earth. 

7. The current systems of use and management of natural resources must be rescued, and 
we must apply the ancient ancestral technology of the indigenous native peoples of the 
world as the only option for protection of the natural environment, which guarantees a 
habitat for Living Well. 



8. The Native Nations and Indigenous Peoples, as a reserve of ethics, culture and 
practices of human values, form the only option for counteracting the global climate 
changes and for recuperating ecological balance. 

9. The developed and industrialized world must make compensation for the damage 
caused by the destruction of the planet, and settle their historical debt to the Native 
Nations and Indigenous Peoples. 

10. It is necessary to make a reorientation of the programs regarding Climate Change of 
governments around the world. 

11. It is necessary to implement an Action Plan on a global level to reverse the current 
state of the Planet, and to recuperate the ecological and environmental balance, with 
the direct participation of the Native Nations and Indigenous Peoples on both bi- and 
multilateral levels. 

FULFILMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS: 

1. We demand the fulfilment and implementation of international agreements regarding 
indigenous rights, such as agreement 169 of the ILO, the Kyoto Protocol, and the 
United Nation's Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

2. We ratify and demand that all countries in the world fulfil and apply the commands of 
the Summit of the Indigenous Peoples of the World, which took place in Cochabamba, 
Bolivia, on the 12 t h of October 2007. 
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