
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' CAUCUS STATEMENT ON THE UN V 
OLUNTARY FUND FOR INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS AND THE UN 
VOLUNTARY FUND FOR THE DECADE OF THE WORLD'S INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE 

The Indigenous Caucus expresses its appreciation for the two voluntary funds 
established by the United Nations. These are the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous 
Populations and the UN Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of the World ' s 
Indigenous People. 

We welcome the reports of the funds as submitted to this session of the Working 
Group. 

We wish ro re-state how important these funds are especially in terms of allowing 
increased participation of indigenous representatives m the UN bodies dealing with 
indigenous peoples ' rights and issues. 

It is our contention that the Voluntary Funds have demonstrated efficient and 
effective use of the donated funds and significantly expanded the opportunities and 
capacities of indigenous peoples to participate in UN bodies working with indigenous 
issues. It has also opened doors for us to take part in high-level conferences of the 
UN. 

We are satisfied and pleased that the funds have extended assistance to populations in 
need of support, emphasising a balance based upon regions, gender, age, and 
diversity. 

We call upon the United Nations to continue the mandate of these funds and to renew 
its campaign with States and other donor bodies, like private foundations, 
philantrophic organizations, NGOs , indigenous organizations and private individuals 
to contribute to the funds. 

We support the recommendat ion from the recently held "Technical Seminar on the 
Evaluation of the Impact of the Funds in achieving the goals of the decade" which 
calls for the continuing separate existence of the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous 
Populations and its Board of Trustees and the UN Voluntary Fund for the 
International Decade and its Advisory Group. 

We strongly support the recommendat ion that contributions to the two funds should 
be earmarked and the fundraiser of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights should have a specific program for raising funds for indigenous peoples. 

We also support the immediate establishment of a Second Decade for Indigenous 
Peoples and the early adoption of a programme of action for this second decade. 

Finally, our support for the continuing existence for the two funds does not preclude 
further exploration of the possibilities of establishing, in the future, a big fund for 
indigenous peoples which is similar to the UN Fund for Women (UNIFEM) or the 
UN Fund for Children (UNICEF). 


