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Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

We speak under this agenda item to bring attention to the value of the Voluntary Fund for 
Indigenous Peoples in ensuring that Indigenous Peoples can contribute to the work of the United 
Nations. 

It is important to stress that we are not here only because we have sought a voice in international 
matters, but also because our participation is essential to the success of the United Nations in 
guaranteeing human rights for all population. 

It would be fair to say the voluntary fund relies upon contributions from those parties who can 
afford it. those who have benevolent inclinations towards the rights of Indigenous peoples, or those 
who have an interest or stake in the issues of Indigenous Peoples. 

We note that in the draft document on the review of mechanisms, procedures and programmes 
within the United Nations concerning Indigenous Issues, it states that some States are concerned 
about streamlining the available resources through fewer meetings. This raises concerns as the 
Voluntary Fund relies much upon the contributions by some States. 

We call upon all 70 States with relationships with Indigenous Peoples to contribute to the Voluntary 
Fund, without prejudice, to allow the wide participation of Indigenous Peoples in UN activities. 
Further we recommend that the Voluntary Fund's mandate be allowed to extend to other relevant 
meetings of the UN, at the discretion of the Board. 

We share concern by any States who might be deterred by misuse of the Funds, however there are 
surely ways and means to protect the Funds from abuse and mismanagement. 
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In support of our position we cite the case of Australia which according to the documentation has 
contributed US$ xxxxx to the fund. No contributions have been made since the mid-1990s, and 
those contributions came from ATSIC - the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission 
which has been dismantled by the government! 

For the Aboriginal Peoples of Australia our capacity to attend these meeting have dwindled to a 
minimum level since the wide representation we provided in the early'sessions of the Working 
Group. 

The Australian Government has cut of the resources to Indigenous organisations who choose to 
participate in the UN. I have spoken of this much over the past two "years. However the 
government has found funds to establish Aboriginal displays at the Permanent Forum and this 
Working Group meeting. We do criticise this; we praise it. 

But we do criticise the government's failure to contribute generously to the Voluntary Fund. Our 
interest in making this assertion is not for the Aboriginal Peoples of Australia but for the Indigenous 
Peoples around the world. There are still many regions where delegations cannot afford to come to 
these meetings, including the Pacific region. 

I repeat our call for all States to contribute a share to the Voluntary Funds. 

Thank you. Mr Chairman 


