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Thank you very much Madame Chairperson, 

On behalf of the Greek Delegation ,1 should like to congratulate 

you .Madame Chairperson and the other Members of the 

Permanent Forum for the significant decision you have taken to 

include as special theme of item 3 of the agenda the complex, 

multiform and of vital importance subject: "territories, lands and 

natural resources". In the era of globalization , Governments , 

citizens , including indigenous people, should closely cooperate in 

the field of sustainable development and the proper exploitation of 

natural resources in order to combat poverty and to improve the 

economic and social life of everyone. In spite of this , one of the 

most acute and complex situations facing the world's indigenous 

peoples is the refusal by certain governments to recognize, 

promote and protect indigenous' peoples rights to land and natural 

resources and their right to contribute to their development and 

exploitation . Also , The non-recognition of indigenous rights to 

their lands and natural resources and their dispossession from 
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their territories and lands, constitute problems of the most urgent 

and fundamental nature. Because of the diversity of the history 

and the complexity of past and present political and legal issues 

these problems should be reviewed in good faith by everyone 

concerned, in order to be identified and to resolve them and thus 

to alleviating the suffering and injustices endured by indigenous 

peoples. 

In this respect , the first issue which should be discussed and 

examined is the relationship of indigenous peoples to their 

territories, lands and natural resources. Indigenous peoples have 

repeatedly emphasized the urgent need for understanding by non-

indigenous societies of the spiritual .cultural, social political 

significance to indigenous societies of their territories , lands and 

resources for their continued survival and vitality, in order to 

understand this profound relationship that indigenous peoples 

have with their territories, lands and resources , there is a need for 

recognition of the cultural differences that exist between them and 

non-indigenous people , in the countries in which they live. 

Indigenous peoples have urged the international community to 

attach positive value to this distinct relationship. It is difficult to 

separate the concept of indigenous peoples' relationship with their 

territories , lands and resources from that of their cultural values 

/ 
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and differences. Article 13 of the ILO Convention 1989/169 

concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent 

Countries, makes a specific reference to "the special importance 

for the cultures and spiritual values of the peoples concerned of 

their relationship with the lands or territories or both as applicable , 

which they occupy or otherwise use , and in particular the 

collective aspects of their relationship." 

The distinctive nature of indigenous peoples' relationship to lands 

and natural resources is also referred to in the draft UN 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples both in 

preambular and operative paragraphs. 

The doctrines of dispossession which emerged in the subsequent 

development of modern international law , particularly that of terra 

nullius and "discovery , have had well-known adverse effects on 

indigenous peoples. 

Another principal problem are facing the indigenous peoples is the 

failure of the State to acknowledge indigenous rights to territories, 

lands and resources . This problem can be divided into two parts: 

a) failure of States to recognize the existence of indigenous use, 

occupancy and ownership, and b) failure of the States to accord 

appropriate legal status, judicial capacity and other legal rights, 

related to indigenous peoples' ownership of land. Further , in 
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those states that have developed a body of positive law and a 

body of jurisprudence with regard to indigenous peoples the most 

acute and multiform problems appear to arise because of the 

persistent discriminatory laws and practices that are applied to 

indigenous peoples and their territories, lands and resources. For 

example, the concept of aboriginal title is itself discriminatory in 

that it provides only defective, vulnerable and inferior legal status 

for indigenous land and resource ownership. 

In terms of frequency and scope of complaints , one of the most 

serious problems facing indigenous peoples nowadays is the 

failure of states to demarcate indigenous lands. 

The failure of states to enforce or implement laws protecting 

indigenous lands and resources , the expropriation of indigenous 

lands for national interest without their prior and informed consent 

and a just and fair compensation, constitute also serious problems, 

which need to be discussed and with political, legal and economic 

measures to be solved. 

Other issues which should be reviewed and considered is the 

principle of permanent sovereignty over natural resources and the 

scope of the right of indigenous peoples to own , develop, use, 

control and manage their territories, lands and resources. 

Madam Chairperson, 

i 
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Keeping in mind the time constrains, I would like to avoid to 

present a further analysis to all the problems related to the item 

under discussion. However, I would like to state that a proper 

review , discussion and consideration of these problems , is inter 

alia , included in my two studies, which I elaborated in my capacity 

as Special Rapporteur of the former Sub-Commission for the 

Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. The first is entitled: 

Indigenous Peoples and their relationship to land and the second 

is entitled: Indigenous Peoples Permanent sovereignty over 

Natural Resources. Both studies have been duly approved by the 

former Commission on Human Rights and the Economic and 

Social Council. I respectfully submit that the relevant Fundamental 

Guiding Principles, contain in these studies , because of their 

importance and practical usefulness for both the indigenous 

peoples and the states, should be included in the report of the 

current session of the Permanent Forum. 

In addition to the aforesaid studies , I would like to mention the 

relevant Report of the Expert Seminar on Indigenous peoples' 

permanent sovereignty over natural resources and their 

relationship to land/contained in doc. E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2006/3. 

Like wise the Report of the annual International Expert Group 

Meeting on the Convention on Biological Diversity's International 
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Regime on Access and Benefit-sharing and Indigenous Peoples' 

Human Rights and the technical paper of the Inter-Agency 

Support Group on lands, territories and natural resources , reserve 

a proper consideration by both states and indigenous peoples . 

Further, mention should be made to the relevant jurisprudence of 

international, regional and national courts , which constitute the 

foundations on which any fair solution of the problems under 

consideration can be build . Among these judgments are: The 

Mabo case, the Wik, the Marshall decision of the United states 

Supreme Court, the case of Mayagna indigenous community of 

Awas ingni against Nicaragua, The judgment by the Canadian 

Supreme Court by which the right of members of the First Nation 

of New Brunwick was recognized to carry out non-commercial 

logging in forest classified as Crown Lands, on the basis of the 

aboriginal title and of rights based on treaties signed with the 

British Crown. 

In conclusion, Madam Chairperson, my delegation would like to 

propose that the Permanent Forum in connection with the item 

under discussion .should considered to put its priorities of work on 

the implementation of the principles, values and recommendations, 

which have been already proposed and adopted and are based on 

the relevant rules , and principles contain , inter alia, in 

; 
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international law and other United Nations . regional and national 

human rights instruments. Also the Permanent Forum within its 

mandate and competences should encouraged relevant 

negotiations between governments and indigenous peoples and to 

promote reconciliation. 

It is well-known that the knowledge and experience of indigenous 

peoples to sustainable development and the correct and proper 

exploitation of natural resources will highly contribute to the 

protection of environment and to the growth of economies of the 

Countries in which they live. 

Madam Chair-person, thank you very much for your kind attention, 

Erica- Irene a. Daes 
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