
Indigenous Nationalities and Conflict Analysis 

a The reality of the Nepalese Society : 
The Nepalese society is a heterogeneous society. In other words, Nepal is a country of people having 
different language, religion and culture. By constitution, Nepal is a Hindu Kingdom. The Nepalese 
indigenous nationlaities are non-Hindus Because of this fact, the fundamental of rights the 
indigenous peoples/nationalities have been disregarded by the constitution of Nepal . The main 
problem of the internal conflict in the Nepalese society is therefore identical critis and cultural 
problem which has been further aggravated by the constitution of ¡990. 

b The Status of the Indigenous Peoples/Nationalities: 
National Foundation for Development of Indigenous Nationalities(NFDrN) established by His 
Majesty's Government of Nepal has recorded 59 different indigenous nationalities. The population of 
these peoples represent 3 6 % of the country's total population. But their representation in the state 
affairs is appallingly low. Where as the populat ion of the Hindus, in particular of the Brahmins and 
Chhetris , is only 2 8 % , but they rule over the 7 2 . 1 % . Thus ' the indigenous nationalities are ignored, 
by-passed and neglected in all development projects of Nepal. Under these circumstances, the status 
of the indigenous nationalities who are ignored and neglected by the state itself is getting worse , 
complex and sensitive. 
The indigenous nationalities in Nepal have similar problems in common, however their panduwali 
condition differs greatly. Some indigenous peoples like the Kusundas. Rautes chhintange, loharung 
and Satars who are at the verge of extinction where as the condition of some indigenous peoples, like 
the Newars and Thakalis' are seen to have been growing into influential new nationality. Given the 
situation, their problems cannot be addressed, in the real sense, if similar projects are implemented 
focusing on them together at the same t ime. The Nepalese indigenous nationalities are facing 
problems of discrimination in all sectors of religion, gender, linguistic, culture and caste. If fact, what 
Nepal has as a problem is the problem of the nationalities. 

c Indigenous Nationalities, Rebellious Feelings Against the State. 
The princely states owned by the different indigenous groups were completely dismantled while 
creating the Gurkha Empire or the modern Nepal. Owing to this historical fact, the Nepalese 
indigenous peoples feel that they must have some special rights in the present state affairs, but they 
are denied even the equal rights, let alone the special rights. So they have stood not only for the 
political change, but also for a complete social change. It very much gives the impression that the 
Nepalese indigenous peoples are slowly coming forward and parading for a new state-structure by 
dismantling the old one. Because of this fact, their involvement in the present conflicts is reflected in 
an increased trend. At the same time, following the outbreak of the conflicts, the people in the state 
affairs are throwing words of welfare and reservation as 'bets' to the indigenous peoples. Advocacy 
has been started even by the donor countries and organizations in favor of the indigenous peoples . 
But their support is seen not to have yet reached the target groups. 

d Solution to the Conflicts: 
Proclaming Nepal as a Hindu state has to be removed from the constitution. Upholding the Hindu 
religion, which is the basis for the classification maintaining the high and low castes among the same 
human beings even in the modem society and form rules and regulation according to it is in direct 
contravention of human rights and democracy. Freedom of religion is a fundamental human rights. 
The present state-structure has to be able to win the faith-of the indigenous peoples, they are not 
satisfied with the present structure of the slate. So there must be a system in the present state-
structure to include all the indigenous peoples. There has to be yet more active advocacy by all the 
countries and organizations supporting Nepal in favors of the indigenous peoples. 



Indigenous Women Development Strategy 

Since the 1980s the strategies for the development of women and gender has been enacted in Nepal 
and huge amount of dollars has also been spent. But there is a status quota in the problem. It is so 
because of the fact that a female is looked at as nothing more than a female. Their development is 
possible only when they are looked at from the perspective of different castes, nationalities, 
linguistic, religious domain and cultural groups. 

Political Status 
As there is Brahmanism (completely dominated by Brahmans/Chhetris) in Nepal , the presence of 
females from the indigenous groups in politics is almost nil, with the exception of few N e w a r 
females. Despite the fact that indigenous peoples being represented by many from the Newars in the 
political parties and their sister-organizations the female-readers are seen to have been the vict ims of 
Hindunization, Sanskritization and Brahmanism. 

Social Condition 
As compared to the status of the Hindu females, the indigenous females are seen to have better social 
status, they are nevertheless unable to come forward in public life, particularly in the field of politics, 
administration and social sectors. The main reason for these indigenous females not to have reached 
the high ranking government positions is: opportunities not given in policy making level a greater 
extent, a conspiracy of the policy makers. 

Educational Status 
In a situation created by the Brahman-Chhetr i administrators where the Nepali Language has to be 
used in every walk of life by the indigenous females who have their own language, but they cannot 
get education in their own language and cannot use it as an official language. There is the 
government policy to have primary level education in one's own language, however education in the 
Nepali language has been imposed at many places by supperssing the local languages. Because of 
this reason, the indigenous peoples' chi ldren have been unable to receive education in their own 
language. 

Economic Condition 
Economically, the indigenous femaies are in a precarious condition. Rautes of the Terai (plain) and 
leading a semi-wild life are the Chepangs. The Rautes of the Terai (plain) are leading a nomadic life 
by going about the jungles and the Chepangs who are stiil leading a semi-wild life in Nepa l . Contrary 
to this fact, the Newar and Thakalis are doing business in the urban areas, there are the Sherpas and 
Bhotes doing business in the Himalayan regions and there are such groups as the Gurungs , the 
Khambus and Limbus who seek jobs abroad. Most of the indigenous peoples are dependent on the 
subsistence agriculture. Many of the females from the indigenous groups have been the victim of 
poverty. The children and femeles of the indigenous peoples have been victimized the most by the 
wrath of poverty. 

The Chamling Community: 
The Chamling community, to which I belong, is a branch of the Kimts. have their own language and 
culture. They have their own distinct identity among :he different indigenous nationalities of Nepal . 
Like many other indigenous nationalities of Nepal, the Chamiings are agrarian, poor, less literate and 
ignorant. Their language and culture have been threatened. Without exception, they have been 
suppressed no lesser than other indigenous nationalities in ail aspects- be it economic, educational , 
political or social. I. as a member of the community and the Kirat Chamling Language and 
Development Association, pray to this August gathering for our collective voice and action to bring 
all sort of suppressions against the indigenous nationalities to an end worldwide. 


