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Dear Chairman, 
Dear Brother and Sisters! 

Many scientists and politicians consider Russian State as a historically unique due to 
its multinational nature. Our republic is named Khakassia, this is a small model of 
Russia. There are about 100 nationalities in Khakassia. Officially, the republic is 
considered as a region with stable national relations. However, the results of the 
sociological research show that a hidden form of national tension exists which may 
suddenly be transformed into a conflict. I will describe the situation form the point of 
v iew of the Khakas people. Today, Khakas constitutes only 1 1 % of the total 
population nf Khakassia. During the elections to the legislation bodies they are getting 
the minority of the votes. In the capital of republic. EChakas simply have no chances to 
be elected. In the executive bodies either there are no representatives of the 
Indigenous people or the posts, occupied by them, are nor important. The only 
legislation act, which regulates the relation between the Indigenous people and the 
rest of the population, is the Law of the Khakassia Republic from April 2 1 , 1994 №31 
"On status of the Khakas people". This High Court of the Khakassia Republic 
acknowledges, that this Law contradicts to the federal legislation. Therefore, at 
present there is no legisiation norm, which protects the interests of the Indigenous 
people in Khakassia. In order to create a system of intemationality relations and to 
realize a concept of the national politics in the Khakassia Government a Committee 
on the national matters was created in 1997. It deals with the ethnical problems: 
education, culture, land exploitation of the Khakas people, its demographic status and 
legislation matters. But, the Committee is too small and has too many tasks to do. The 
Committee has no real means of the control. Let 's take an example of the 
development of the Khakas culture. The rise of national consciousness of 9 0 l h years of 
the last century resulted in apparition of several outstanding folk groups. But already 
now they are stopping in their development due to the negative relation to the culture 
funding. Compare to the large ethnic groups, Khakas have less possibility for 
publicizing their values. Development of its own culture leads to a tolerance to the 
other people culture, opposite is a road to confrontations. But the best way to destroy 
a stability balance is to ignore problems of the today's young people. The biggest part 
of the Khakas population lives in the countryside where the level of education is 
lower. During the Soviet time, there were quotes in the High Schools, now they don' t 
exist. The number of Khakas young people, who enters the High Schools, is 2 0 % less 
then the Russian young people. At the same time, the fresh graduates from Indigenous 
people have more difficulties to find a job on their specialization. Unemployment, as 
you know, is a breeding-ground for rising of different extremists groups. And this 
shall be understood not only be Khakas. May be our situation doesn ' t look as 
dangerous as the situation on the other regions of the world. But. it is betted to 
eliminate the conflict before it become uncontrollable. 

Thank you. Brother and Sisters. 
Thanks for the Voluntary Fund for my support. 
Thank you. Mister Chairman. 


