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Collective statement 

Madame Chair, 
Distinguished delegates, Members of PFII, Indigenous Representatives, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

Territory, land and natural resources is an indispensable rights of indigenous 
peoples and denying the rights over territories, lands and natural resources is a 
form of genocide of indigenous peoples. In Nepal, the abolishment of the Kipat 
system" Traditional Collective Lands of Limbu" by the Land Reform Act 1964 and 
of other indigenous communities such as Tamang, Rai, Sunuwar, Jirel, Majhis, etc., 
in the nineteenth century, subsequently reduced, marginalized and excluded these 
indigenous peoples of Nepal. The expropriation of indigenous lands is the first and 
fundamental break with traditional ways of life and occupational practices 
constituting a serious of threat to the culture, health and living conditions of 
indigenous peoples. In Nepal, still many indigenous peoples do not have any land 
entitlement according to the present mainstream legal system though they have been 
living for many generations. Neither the concept of individual land ownership nor 
registering it has been understood by our people. 

At present, Nepal is on the direction to political changes which include election for 
constituent assembly, writing of new constitution and restructuring of the state 
based on federal structure. Indigenous peoples in Nepal are at the moment 
struggling to reclaim our confisticated land by asking for the regional autonomy 
with the right to self determination and federal structure based on indigenous 
traditional territories and language. 

In such a critical period of indigenous peoples struggle in Nepal, the informal visit of 
special rappourture, Mr. Rodolfo to Nepal has been very significant. We want to 
take this opportunity to thank him for the informal visit made. His visit has been an 
honor and his presence has been such a gesture of solidarity and concerns for the 
indigenous peoples of Nepal. 

It is in this context, we the delegates from Nepal representing various organizations 
submit the following recommendations. 
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Recommendations: 

1. UN PFII recommends that the destructions made in the territories of 
indigenous peoples during the decade long armed conflict in Nepal are 
reconstructed with free and prior informed consent of the respective 
indigenous peoples of Nepal. ) ^ 

2. UN PFII recommends the Government of Nepal to constitute a National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples in order to address the problems faced 
by indigenous peoples based on historical and contemporary discrimination 
relating to lands, territories and resources. 

3. Recommend the Government of Nepal to respect the traditional indigenous 
territories and land while restructuring the state, 

4. There should be provision in the constitution to protect indigenous peoples 
land, territories and resources, 

5. PFII recommends that indigenous peoples in Nepal be proportionately 
represented in all the decision makings at all level, specially the Constituent 
assembly, 

6. PFII recommends that all the laws and policies related to land, territories 
and resources, which are having adverse impact on indigenous peoples be 
repealed, amended and reformed. 

7. PFII recommend and facilitates for the formal visit of Special rapporteur to 
Nepal to investigate, protect and promote the rights of indigenous peoples. 

Thank you, Madam chair. 
Stella Tamang, 

Collective statements to the sixth session of the PFII on behalf of the following 
organizations: 

1. Indigenous Peace Commission, Nepal, 
2. Nepal Indigenous Women Republican Front, 
3. Lawyers Association for Human Rights of Nepalese Indigenous Peoples, 

LAHURNIP, 
4. Kirat Chamling Language and Culture Development Association, 
5. Limbu Literature Development Association, 
6. Kulung Language and Cultural Development Association, 
7. NGO-FONIN Nepal, 
8. Nepal Tamang Women Ghedung. 


