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Item No. 5 - Review of Developments 

Greetings Madam Daes from the chiefs, elders and leaders of the Teton Sioux Nation Treaty 
Council. I am Chief Garfield Grass Rope of the Lower Brule territory of the Lakota Nation and I am 
pleased to be here again with Tony Black Feather, our spokesman, and my relatives from the 
American Indian Law Alliance, I am also pleased to once again have you leading the Working 
Group. As always, we are here to defend the rights of the sovereign Lakota Nation and know we 
can depend on you as the leader of the Working Group. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the Working Group and the Center for Human 
Rights, especially his excellency Mr. Fall, for giving us the great honor of welcoming Leoj Sibbel 
to the Rosebud Temtory of the Lakota Nation in June for our regular Treaty Gathering. Mr. Sibbel 
addressed our elders, our leaders, and our young people and his presence was a blessing to us. 

If it please the Working Group, I would also like to take this opportunity to send the condolences of 
the Lakota Nation to our friends and allies, the Haudenosaunee, Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy, 
especially to my niece Tonya Gonnella Frichner and our friend, Chief Oren Lyons, on the recant 
loss of their Grand Chief, Leon Shenandoah. The Iroquois Confederacy, under Chief Shenandoah, 
stood firmly for Indigenous rights and the sovereignty of our nations. Our condolences go to his 
family and his nation. 

Turning now to the business at hand. Once again, our treaty rights are being violated and the views 
of the treaty descendants of the Lakota Nation are being ignored by the colonizing power which 
illegally occupies our territory. The emphasis the Working Group would like to hear this year is on 
Indigenous health. For the Lakota people, the health of our land cannot be separated from the 
health of our people. Since colonization, a once strong and healthy nation has fallen to a variety 
of diseases of the body, the mind and the spirit. Since colonization, our traditional economies, our 
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traditional foods and our traditional medicines, ail of which come from the land, have been 
destroyed or compromised. Without our land base, our health will continue to deteriorate. 

The sacred obligation of the Lakota Nation to the land is contained in our treaties with the United 
States. Yet, these treaties are ignored by that country and, even as we meet here today, efforts  are 
under way to further  violate the sacred and man made laws the treaties represent In Washington, 
on Thursday, hearings will begin which will effectively  attempt to once again "pay" the Lakota 
Nation for the violation of its treaties. We have repeatedly demonstrated to the United States that 
these violations cannot be fixed with money. Yet the Congress of the United States is once again 
using the Tribal Councils it has illegally appointed to settle this claim while arrogantly proclaiming, 
in the words of the Congressman from Nebraska introducing the legislation, that "the Congress has 
the power to make any changes it wants." In cur letter to Congress, protesting this action, we wrote 
that principles preserving our treaties were being developed in international law which we support. 
We quoted our draft  declaration in the letter, which states in part that "Indigenous peoples have the 
right to the restitution of lands and territories which have been confiscated, occupied, used or 
damaged without their free and informed consent." 

When our treaties are not honored, and we do not have the right to govern our own land, abuse by 
the colonizing power is a natural result. Deterioration of our own right to control our land has. in 
the United States, led to Indian territory being used for toxic waste, hazardous sewage and trash 
from the colonizer's cities. Our children are born with physical diseases and are elders die from 
strange afflictions.  The elimination of our economies means are young people live aimlessly on cur 
land, turning to alcohol and drugs for relief.  This is how the destruction of our landbase has 
resulted in the destruction of our health. We cannot sit by and continue to watch this happen. Any 
attempt by the United States to buy our treaty rights and our sacred obligation to the land is a 
violation of the human rights of our Lakota people and cannot be tolerated. 

Thank you Madam Daes. 
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