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Madam Chair: 

Na Koa Ikaika O Ka Lahui Hawaii is pleased to present 
this intervention on the s ta tus and condition of  the Kanaka 
Maoli - the indigenous Peoples of  the Hawaiian Archipelago. 

Housing 

Madam Chair: 

The long awaited report of  the Washington based Urban 
Institute was released in March, 1996. U.S. Congressman have 
called the report findings  "shocking". The report documents the 
"worst housing in the United States" according to the U.S. 
Senator, Dan Inouye. The report findings  include: 

1. 50% of  Hawaiian households experience problems 
relating to overcrowding, structural inadequacy and 
affordability. 

2. 49% of  Hawaiian homesteaders (who are wards of  the 
State) live in overcrowded homes. 

3. The role of  homelessness among Hawaiians exceeds 
12% and is double the role of  homelessness among 
non-Hawaiians. 

Poverty and unemployment were cited a s the major cause 
of  these housing problems. 

Madam Chair: 

This summer, the U.S. Congress will pass legislation 
providing millions of  dollars to "federally  recognized Indian and 
Alaskan tribes". Hawaiians will not benefit  from  these programs 



because the U.S. Does not 'recognize' Hawaiians who under the 
U.S. Policy are "wards of  the state'; 

Health 
Madam Chair: 

Na Koa Ikaika O Ka Lahui Hawaii submits with this 
intervention the statistical data sheet prepared by Dr. Richard 
Kekuni Blaisdell, which provides the detailed statistics on 
population, birthrate, death and mortality rates (suicide, infant 
mortality and life  expectancy). 

Madam Chair: 

To summarize, these statistics indicate the following: 

1. Hawaiians have the highest death rate of  any ethnic group 
in the state and the highest mortality due to heart disease, 
cancer, diabetes, infections  and bronchitis; 

2. With regards to infant  mortality and neonatal and 
postnatal mortality, Hawaiians have the highest rate of 
death of  any other minority and the shortest life 
expectancy at birth. 

3. Pure blood Hawaiians of  which there are 5,000 remaining 
are projected to be extinct by the year 2040; 

4. In 1994, local statistics indicated that Hawaiian women 
had the second highest rate of  breast cancer in the world. 

Madam Chair: 

Na Koa Ikaika O Ka Lahui Hawaii notes that the global 
health statistics reported by the World Health Organization do 
OPt reflect  the statistics on indigenous peoples. 

Madam Chair: 

The U.S. Government statistics of  Kanaka Maoli. We urge 
U.S. to report statistics on Native Americans and Hawaiian and 
Indigenous Peoples of  the Trust Territory and we urge the World 
Health Organization to report the statistics. 


