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Agenda item 4(b) 

Environment 

Honourable members of the Permanent Forum, distinguished guests, fellow delegates and friends 
of good will, 
The African delegates welcome the warm and timely invitation to be here with you, share their 
feelings and concerns in this important session, which seeks to give life and meaning to the high 
ideals and principles enshrined in our collective vision. 

Honorable Chair, 

Our African Continent was ushered into a new era in the 1960's of political and economic 
dispensation. The colonization process was coming to an end, with a number of African 
countries gaining independence. Today we have a total of 55 nations. 

Ironically, the Independence process was hurriedly done and as a result a transitional vacuum was 
left, if not created. Indeed it has taken more than forty (40) years to feel this gap. 

These young Nations, witnessed the coming up of greedy leaders, who in their pursuits to edit 
their poverty, ended up being dictators of either military regimes or one-party states. 

It is during these periods that, our continent witnessed the highest standards of human rights 
violations and environmental terrorism, testimonial details have been made separately by 
individuals and organisations. 

Honourable Chair, 

It is sad to note that, although the indigenous peoples were not interested in power, the powerful 
forces viewed them with hostility, as was to be witnessed by the hostile policies and programmes 
institutionalized with impunity. Indeed today's complaints are as a result of these state-adapted 
practices that were to have long-term effects on our lives. 

Practically, private property was and is still being given prevalence in and within our National 
States. Today, it is difficult to distinguish between state and private properties, this is as far as 
the African States leadership is concerned. In the name of government, the Indigenous peoples 
are daily robbed of their lands and environments degraded in the guise of development. 

Any questioning of this arrangement of dispossession, destruction and degradation is translated to 
mean the opposition to governments good intended plans, and at other times addressed under 
National Security and Stability. Silence was interpreted to mean co-operation, hence the many 
years of silence, until shortly before and after the REO Summit of 1992. 



Honourable Chair, 

Wisdom and logic demands that all human beings are not only equal but also accorded the 
necessary and conducive environment to achieve this. In this we see the setting up of the 
Permanent Forum as the only gift of the 2 1 s 1 century, although it has taken "them" exactly 56 
years to do so. This is an additional consultation on top of the token developments, which our 
states added to the ratifications of the various charters and treaties. The sad part being luck of 
political will to carry on with the good intensions, as testified by the absence of national 
legislations and legal frameworks, to ensure their enforcement. 

Honourable Chair, 

In most of our African states, human rights bodies and ministries have been put in place, not as a 
way of ensuring the enjoyments of human rights, but as political avenues of watering down the 
human rights efforts to advocate for indigenous peoples' rights. 

African indigenous groups continue to face the adverse problems of multiple problems of 
desertification, deforestation, the unregulated dumping of toxic waste on their environment and 
the refusal of oil/gas companies operating in Indigenous territories in the region, to embark on 
full-scale bio-remediation or cleanup of the environment in cases of oil spillages and gas leakages 
as is the case with Shell in Southern Durban in South Africa and Ogoni of the Niger Delta in 
Nigeria, the ceaseless logging in Central and East Africa, and general mining operations in most 
parts of Africa. 

Honourable Chair, 

As a people who have suffered from the many years of exclusion, and the continued suffering 
caused by political, economic, religious and cultural atrocities, we therefore suggest to the 
Permanent Forum to do the following, in order to ensure the protection of our environments. 

(a) Recommend to our respective states to both ratify and domesticate charters, declarations 
and statements made in all the past, present and future forums that are destined to ensure 
the security and respect of the dignity of indigenous peoples' collective ownership, 
control of and management of their environment. 

(b) Call on the Permanent Forum to move with timely speed to open forum of dialogue 
between indigenous peoples and their respective governments and the multi-national 
cooperations when there is still good will, to ensure the timely protection and preservation 
of their environments alongside their particular ways of life. 

(c) Advise the Permanent Forum to consider the rotative approach of the future sessions of 
the Permanent Forum where all bodies involved in the management of the affairs of 
respective countries are invited to give their side views to the forum or vice versa, e.g. the 
African Commission on Human and Peoples rights etc. 

(d) Environmental degradation and destruction be classed as crimes against humanity. 
(e) We further urge the Permanent Forum, in league with the Commission on Human Rights, 

to design and develop a new set of legal standards, which would take into account the 
perspectives of Indigenous peoples to guide the activities of TNC's (Transnational 
Corporations), and also to ensure that rights given from one hand are not be taken away 
with the other. 



(f) Request that the Permanent Forum lead the call for a moratorium, for at least a given 
period of time, on all new oil and gas exploration, while a massive environmental audit is 
carried out in all existing oil and gas fields. 

(g) We also call on the Permanent Forum to establish a study to look into the issues of 
ecological debt and its impact on Indigenous Peoples. 

Honourable Chair, 

This challenging approach is meant to help the Permanent Forum's important role to be felt in 
the regional and national levels. This is also aimed at integrating the forum in our young 
democracies. Indeed the history of our continent is not new to the UN body. Most of our 
African states, on gaining independence, emerged from either one party or military regimes 
and are now at the center of chaotic democracies, as witnessed in their hurried constitutional-
making process, under hostile environments characterized by mistrust and suspicion. Flawed 
electoral processes have been adapted to midwife democracy. 

Indeed, it is good to see the sudden change of attitude of our friends, old and new, as 
witnessed in their sweet talkings with this forum. To us the Africans, we are skeptical as it 
could be an intelligence-gathering forum, where the fattening is done, before the final blow is 
delivered. If this is not so, let them assure us that when we meet in the third session we will 
all be smiling for we will be having something positive to report. The already hijacked vision 
of the indigenous people will have been returned and our environments protected. 

Indeed, as we deliver this statement, our forests are under siege, our environments polluted 
and natural resources extracted without our consent. 

The lungs of African will soon be dry, and the world will become uglier, thirstier and 
hungrier. By the time we wake up from our deep slumber, our proposals will have gathered 
dust on the shelves. Let us not ignore the lessons of history. 

Honourable Chair, 

We firmly entrust our forum to put an end to this situation by going a step ahead, lest you are 
held responsible for sins you never committed. 

Thank you, 


